October 2016

PUNTA GORDA ISLES FISHING CLUB
NEWSLETTER

the fishing has turned on
Well the water temps
have dropped and the
fishing has turned on.
Here are just a few of
the big ones caught in
September. Expect
October to be a busy
month.

!
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PUNTA GORDA ISLES FISHING CLUB

From the Helm

President
Vinnie Madsen

Welcome to the October edition of the Newsletter.
We have lots going on before we close out the year.
In October we will be voting on the revisions we
made to our bylaws. The primary change was to
clarify the positions that have voting rights and that
they are voted in by the club’s membership.
In November we will be electing a New President
and Vice President as Jim Crawley and I have
completed two years.
The fishing has been turning up month after month.
Finally we are seeing consistent numbers of Tarpon
cruising the Harbor. Sharks are still plentiful in the
harbor and offshore the bite has moved in closer to
shore with King Fish cruising just outside the
beaches between the near shore reefs. Red Grouper
have moved in and keepers are within 15 miles vs.
40. I hope Gary Reeves will be able to keep up with Take a close look at the photo above.
Most of you recall Jim and Margie
all the submissions.
In September we added a couples competition to the
tournament. Give us some feedback as we would
like to know if this is something we should continue.
Lastly as we start to draw towards the end of the
year I am pleased to let everyone know that the club
financials are solid and we are in great shape as we
move into 2017. Membership continues to be strong
and growing.
Until next month, Happy Fishing
!

Hoffman lost their boat this year. Well
they just picked up a new one. What many
of you don’t know is they always had a
problem with their old 34 ft. Rampage with
people getting their lines tangled. Well Jim
has resolved this. First he bought a bigger
boat, next located at the bow he has
created a designated fishing spot for Rich
Brennan far away from other fisherman.
Note the gold plaque at the bow. Good
thinking Jim. You didn’t become the club
Oracle just because of your good looks.
See Jim’s journey on pages 4-5.
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Club Leadership
Officers:
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

Vinnie Madsen
Jim Crawley
Pat Diver
Randy Hall

(941) 889-8458
(941) 379-7949
(410) 708-0190
(724) 996-4910

president@pgifishingclub.org
jwcrawley@comcast.net
patdiver@comcast.net
rhallsy@embarqmail.com

(941) 628-5016
(941) 575-8808
(941) 916-9470
(786) 863-2134
(612) 554-9406

editor@pgifishingclub.org
jrgetter@aol.com
membership@pgifishingclub.org
ew1536@hotmail.com
frankjbarrett@icloud.com
gardree@gmail.com

Committee Members:
Editor
Advertising
Membership
Social Director
Fishing Events
Record Keeper

Open Position
John Gettinger
Donnie Brennan
Ellen Wagner
Frank Barrett
Gary Reeves

Ladies Liaison
Sunshine Lady
Web Master
PGICA Rep
Graphics
Club Photographer
CCA/CMAC

Dianne Bukowski
Donnie Brennan
Jim Qurollo
Randy Hall
Bill Guenther
Rich Brennan
Bob Mayes

(732) 609-2210
(941) 575-8808
(941) 347-8467
(941) 575-1523
(941) 661-9702
(941) 626-5866

dbuko6331@gmail.com
sunshine@pgifishingclub.org
website@pgifishingclub.org
rhallsy@embarqmail.com
radioman3029@comcast.net
rich214brennan@gmail.com
rmayes@lquest.net

Our club currently has 136 members on Facebook. It is exclusively for members and
family. It’s a great place to share your catches and experiences with other members in the
club.
If you have a Facebook account and want to join, just search for “PGI Fishing Club” in
Facebook and select the join button. One of our Facebook administrators will get you
added.
!
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PUNTA GORDA ISLES FISHING CLUB
new island sun’s journey home
The Oracle
Jim Hoffman

Jim Hoffman recently recruited Aaron Wagner and Joe Udwari to help him take delivery of Capt.
Margie’s new Island Sun located at Delray Beach. It’s a Grady-White Canyon 366 with twin 350
Yamahas. Jim’s trip summary follows:
We arrived at the seller’s house on the inter coastal about 10:30am. We went through the boat with the
broker and prepared to leave. The plan was to run to St. Lucie about 60 miles to the north and stay
over night and depart at 6am the next morning taking the St. Lucie Canal to Lake Okeechobee then
down the Caloosahatchee River to Ft. Myers and around Pine Island to Punta Gorda which was about
a 240 mile route . There were 5 locks to go through, the Ontone Lock was under construction and only
open 3 short periods a day. Joe had it planned so that we would catch the 11:30-12:30 opening. If we
didn't make it we would have to set there and wait till 7 the next day. There were also about 10 bridges
that would have to be raised on the way. If we went down the coast to Marathon and under the 7 mile
bridge to Punta Gorda it was 367 miles.
We headed north on the Inter coastal and stopped to top the fuel tanks and headed out the inlet to the
Atlantic. A massive thunder storm developed to the north of us so we ran out several miles to get
around it but it was to big. The seas to the south were flat and the predictions were for less then a
foot on the Atlantic and the Gulf for the next couple of days so we headed South.
There were thunder storms all along the coast but they stayed over land. One of our pictures is of
Aaron with thunder storms over Miami. As we were running down the coast off Miami we saw two go
fast boats moored together that appeared they were transferring stuff. I said to Joe, “looks like a drug
deal”. About 30 min. later we were running along about 39 mph when we heard this loud chirping noise.
Joe said there's something wrong with the engines. We turned around and it was the Miami Dade drug
police chasing us. The noise was their siren. We stopped and they came along side they said they had
been chasing us for 20 min. They showed us a pack of drugs about 2 ft. square and 6 inches thick that
they had picked up floating just before they saw us going through the area. They asked us for our ID's
but when we told them about the 2 boats tied together they took off in that direction. They were only
running 250's they needed more horses to chase those boats.
That was all the excitement for the day, we arrived at Faro Blanco Resort at about 7pm on the west
side of Marathon at the 7 mile bridge. It has dockage, fuel, a Hyatt hotel and very good restaurant, we
had Hog fish. We had run 181 miles from Delray beach and burned 238 gals of fuel running at about
38-39mph. We got a room and had dinner and planned to leave for home the next morning. We got a
late start because Aaron slept in until we woke him at 7am. After Aaron had breakfast and we fueled
the boat we headed a couple of miles up the coast to a fish house to get some fresh Hog Fish to bring
home. They were closed for repairs. We then headed west to get away from the coast were we could
set a straight course for the Sea Buoy at the pass. We had been warned about the lobster traps in the
area. Apparently there were about 5,000 of them their count was low, they were every were. Makes the
crab traps around here look like nothing. After we got farther off shore and out of the traps we set a
course for the Sea buoy. After running for about an hour we could see a tower about 7 miles to the west
so we went to it and it was tower D where marked a lot of fish but had no bait so we sibikied up a blue
runner and a barracuda ate him with out getting hooked. We then tried trolling but had no luck, so we
headed north.
!
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PUNTA GORDA ISLES FISHING CLUB
new island sun’s journey home
Continued

The Oracle
Jim Hoffman

When we were off of Naples a boat was heading towards us in the opposite direction and when it got closer
it headed right towards us with his blue light flashing, it was the FWC. They tried to come along side with no
bumpers out which I quickly discouraged. We had a few words and they put their bumpers out. They
checked our ID's and boat papers checked the freezer box for fish, never checked safety equipment and
left. After 2 stops in 2 days we started to think John Stockinger was on board somewhere!
We again headed towards the Sea buoy and arrived at the Tiki Hut at 5pm where we found our wives
drinking wine, patiently waiting for their men to return from the Sea. You can tell how much wine they had
by how happy they looked. It wasn't because we were back. From left to right Capt. Margie Hoffman, Ellen
Wagner, Karen Udwari. We gave them a ride back to the house, then took them to dinner.

Congratulations to Jim and Margie on their new boat.
!
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September club meeting
Last month during the September meeting the following members received awards for
Fish of the Month, Door Prizes, 50/50 cash awards and Name this Fish. Congratulations

August FOM Winners

Guest Speaker
Above from left to right are Rick Sarkisian,
Dianne Bukowski, Mike Gilger and Ken
Garden who were the winners for Fish of the
Month.

Capt. Karl Butigian was presented a club
certificate of appreciation from Jim Crawley
after speaking to the group about techniques
and lures he uses to catch the September Fish
of the Month, Sea Trout
!
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september club meeting
Door Prize and 50/50 Winners

Above are the winners for our August Door Prize and 50/50 drawings.
On the top row from left to right we have Ed Verminski, Joe Bukowski and
Gary Reeves. On the lower row we have Pete McGregor and Robert
Remeikis who won the 50/50 Drawing. Pete won both 1st and 2nd place
prizes. I heard he was buying breakfast for all at Elena’s.

Congratulations to all. Hope to see everyone at the
next
meeting on October 11.
!
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Jim’s Fishing Report

Vice President
Jim Crawley

October’s Fish of the Month is redfish. This is the best month to fish for
redfish. The bigger fish school up and feed on the flats before heading
offshore to begin their adult lives. Target them along mangrove shorelines
and flats in Gasparilla Sound, Pine Island Sound, and East and West Walls.
Chunk baits under the mangroves at high tide and into potholes on lower
tides.
Snook season is still open until Nov. 31. You will probably encounter them
where you are fishing for reds. This is the time of the year they start
moving inland.
Trout fishing hasn’t been as good as it normally is this time of year, but
should pick up with the first cooler weather. Fish the grass beds and
cleaner water down in Pine Island Sound.
You can also find black drum in the canals and around the bridges. In the
lower harbor there are reports of flounder and pompano.
Tarpon can be located in the upper harbor in the 20 foot holes and off
Alligator Creek Reef. Lady fish have been plentiful and are the preferred
bait at this time of year. Migrant fish will stay in the harbor until after a
couple of cold fronts.
Snapper is still good inshore, but I would expect it to slow down on the
nearshore reefs due to the recent outbreak of red tide along the Sarasota
and Charlotte County shorelines. Spanish and King mackerel fishing had
been close to shore and I expect them to move further offshore as well.
For red grouper, you’ll need to get out to 110 feet of water, or about 40
miles over hard bottom. Gags can be found in a wider range of depths.
Look for them around structure and ledges.
We are at the peak of the hurricane season. As I write this, it looks
Hurricane Mathew will miss us. Can I get and Hallelujah?

!
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Fishing Events

Events Director
Frank Barrett

After a few Summer months of wind and rain, mother nature finally gave us a break in
September, and many of our members took advantage of the situation by landing some very
nice fish. Be sure to check out the pictures later in this newsletter under “Members Catches
for September”. It’s quite impressive to see that so many of you were able to get out and get
em’. Some of the highlights for September are: Dianne and Joe Bukowski went out on Jim
McCarthy’s boat, and Dianne caught a 37” Snook, Joe caught a 30” Snook and a nonmember on Jim’s boat caught a 42” Snook. Tom Hunt caught a boat load of big fish, including
a 46” Barracuda. Wow! Be sure to look at this picture, as this is one very nasty looking cuda!
(the fish, not Tom). Tom’s son, Travis Hunt, caught a 44” King Mackerel on Tom’s boat. Our
clubs record keeper, Gary Reeves, caught a 6ft tarpon and a 5ft shark. Rich Brennan caught a
31” Redfish, also Joe Udwari caught a 45” King Mackerel and a 38” Amberjack.

We held our Fishing Tournament on September 29 and although the weather was not very
favorable, we still had a good turnout and some nice catches were reported. The awards were
passed out and we took our picture (above) at Harpoon Harry’s. Joe and Karen Udwari won
the couple’s contest by catching the most different fish species (9). Mike Gilger caught the
largest Seatrout (22”), and Mike also won the September FOM with this Seatrout. John
Gettinger caught the largest Redfish (26”), and Ken Garden caught the largest Snook (26”).

Joe & Karen Udwari

!

Mike Gilger

John Gettinger Ken Garden
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Fishing Events

Events Director
Frank Barrett

FISH OF THE MONTH WINERS
SEATROUT
LADIES
1st place

2nd place (tie)

Darlene Madsen 18.5” Diane Bukowsk 17”
Karen Udwari 17"
MEN
1ST place -22”
2nd place -18” (3 way tie)

Mike Gilger

Mark Dillman

3RD place 17 ”

Ken Garden

!

Vinnie Madsen

Randy Douet

3rd place

”Elaine Bretts 16””

Jeff Wilson

(4 way tie)

John McFarland

Joe udwari
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Fishing Events

Events Director
Frank Barrett

For the past two years our PGIFC Vice President Jim Crawley, has been providing us with a
wealth of information on how and where to catch fish. He has also been arranging the
outstanding guides that speak at our monthly meeting. For those that attended the one-day
seminar that Jim headed up with some of our experts, we learned some of the tricks of the
trade. You may ask yourself, with all the time Jim spends on fishing club activity, does he
catch any fish? Well, these are just a few of the fish that Jim caught this year.

!
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Fishing Events

Events Director
Frank Barrett

FOM FOR THE REMAINDER OF 2016
OCTOBER:
NOVEMBER:
DECEMBER:

REDFISH
MANGROVE SNAPPER
BLACK DRUM

Ladder of Achievement
CLUB HATS

Pat Crawley

Jeff Wilson

Doug & Paula Arnold
Bronze Pin- Paula Arnold

Tom Hunt
Snook Pin
!

Dianne Bukowski
Tarpon Pin

Bob Bretts
GMA Star
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Statistics & Reports
Record Keeper
Gary Reeves

The Month in Review
September was a much better month with lots of good
fish turned in and recorded. To follow last month’s “Come
on September” theme, “Come on October”… let’s go
catch a bunch of Redfish!

What’s Bite’n Chart

!
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Statistics & Reports
Record Keeper
Gary Reeves

!
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Statistics & Reports
Record Keeper
Gary Reeves

!
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Membership
Membership Stats
Total
Households

Active
Members

285

546

Membership Director
Donnie Brennan

Hey Everyone!
Hopefully by now you’ve all received your renewal notices. Please get them
back to me with your dues ASAP!!
If you have not received your renewal form, please contact me
(membership@pgifishingclub.org) asap and I’ll get it to you.
You need to send back the form with your dues. It makes processing your
dues faster and easier for me. Please DO NOT tear, cut or mutilate your form.
Send it back intact and in one piece.
Also, please check your information. If anything has changed, you need to let
me know.
There are several email addresses that keep bouncing back to me. I’ve send
you letters asking for your new emails but many of those letters have gone
ignored. If you’d like to stay informed as to what the club is doing, I need your
email address.
One more thing………………… IF YOU CANNOT ATTEND A MEETING TO
PICK UP YOUR BADGE, YOU NEED TO SEND ME A SELF-ADDRESSED
STAMPED ENVELOPE. I WILL THEN MAIL YOUR BADGE TO YOU.
Thanks.
Donnie

!
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Social Events

Social Events Director
Ellen Wagner

Well here we go into fall and is it sure starting to get busy
around here!
Starting October 19th, I will start making dinner reservations
for Wednesday evenings after our Happy Hour at the Tiki Hut
behind the Four Seasons Hotel as our group is starting to grow
again.
As always we are still doing dessert and soft drinks after our
monthly meetings on the second Tuesday of each month and
look forward to seeing everyone.
If you would like to donate some baked goods just drop it by
the kitchen before the meeting.
We have plenty of Club hats, pens, stickers and heat transfers
for shirts and aprons that we offer for sale for our club
members available as well.
It’s also time to start getting ready for our Fishing Club
Christmas Party on December 13, at 5:30pm.

Club Calendar
Tiki Hut every Wednesday
at 5pm followed by dinner at
6:30pm.
Mens Breakfast every
Friday morning. 7am at
Elena’s.
Club Meeting at PGICA
every 2nd Tuesday of he
month at 7pm.
Ladies Lunch and dinner
scheduled by Dianne
Bukowski. See details in
Diane’s section.
Christmas Party on Dec 13.
Check with Ellen Wagner for
tickets.

We will be selling tickets starting at the next meeting thru
December 9th. Our menu choices this year will be Bistro
Tenderloin with a Demi glaze, Chicken Marsala or Stuffed
Flounder. All of the entrée selections will be served with
Duchess Potatoes, Green beans Almandine, hot rolls and
butter and of course coffee tea or Iced tea to drink. The cost
per ticket is $35.00 per member and $45.00 for non-members.
There will also be a cash bar for everyone to enjoy.
See you soon,
Ellen Wagner
!
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Ladies Liaison

Ladies Liaison
Dianne Bukowski

We have some fun events planned for October. More details to come in a separate
email.
Ladies’ Lunch – October 13th – Burg R Bar
Ladies’ Night Out – October 27th – Halloween Surprise
Joe and I recently had the opportunity to spend a weekend in Homosassa, FL free
diving for scallops. We were snorkeling in 4 – 6 feet of water searching for scallops
on the grassy/sandy bottom of the bay. When you spot a scallop, you dive down to try
to grab it and put it in your bag. It is surprising how fast they can move through the
water. Sometimes all you can spot are their little blue eyes. Along with our friends,
we collected a 5 gallon container of scallops in the shell. After they were cleaned, we
had a quart of fresh bay scallops. We had such a blast; we can’t wait to go again.
Unfortunately, the season is closed until next summer!
Here is one of my favorite ways to cook scallops. It is even better when you catch
them yourself.
Sautéed Scallops with Angel Hair Pasta (Serves 6)
2 lbs fresh bay scallops (whole) or sea scallops (quartered)
½ teaspoon garlic salt
2 tablespoons butter
2 cloves garlic, minced
½ cup white wine
1/8 teaspoon white pepper
2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice
1 lb angel hair pasta (cooked according to package directions)
2 tablespoons fresh chives, chopped
1 tablespoon fresh parsley, chopped
Directions
Rinse scallops in cold water, drain. Add butter to large skillet and melt over low heat.
Add scallops and cook over medium high heat 3 – 4 minutes, stirring constantly.
Remove scallops using a slotted spoon and set aside. Add wine, lemon juice and
chives to skillet. Cook over medium heat 2 minute, stirring constantly. Add garlic
salt, garlic and pepper. Remove from heat. To serve, spoon sauce over drained
pasta, spoon scallops over sauce and sprinkle with parsley.
!
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Sunshine Lady

Donnie Brennan
Sunshine Lady

You just call out my name, and you know where ever I am
I'll come running to see you again.
Winter, spring, summer, or fall, all you have to do is call and I'll be there, yeah, yeah,
…………. you've got a friend.
I know many of us have a problem knowing what to say and how to say it when a friend
becomes ill or if that some unexpected tragedy attacks the peace and calm of a friend’s
life. You want to show comfort and support but often find yourself speechless.
That’s where I come in.
As the PGIFC’s Sunshine Lady, I’ll send the appropriate card to anyone in our club. All
you need to do is send me the notification. I need the name and reason. (I already have
the addresses of everyone in the club.)
Due to the wishes of many members, I will no longer list the names of the recipients of
the cards I send – however, I will continue to send out cards as needed. Just let me
know who you think needs one.
It’s that simple. Notify me and I’ll get it done.
This past month, I had the honor of sending out, on the behalf of the PGI Fishing Club
five get well cards. I know the recipients were pleased to receive these cards, so
please, if you know someone who you think could use a card, just let me know.
My email address is:

sunshine@pgiﬁshingclub.org

Donnie

!

PAGE 19

PUNTA GORDA ISLES FISHING CLUB

celebration

Donnie Brennan
Sunshine Lady

CELEBRATION TIME, COME ON!
There’s a party goin’ on right here.
A dedication to last throughout the year.
So bring your good times and your laughter too
We’re gonna celebrate and party with you.
Don’t you just love to party? I do. However, if I had to attend a party for all our
friends born in October, I’d certainly be worn out . . . I think.
Without further ado, let’s all wish an extremely happy birthday to:
BILL GUENTHER
JACK SPIES
BONNIE VERMINSKI
JOANELL DYRSTAD
SHEREE WOLFINGER
GARY ADAMS

JOHN GETTINGER
JOHN GOODMAN
RICK SARKISIAN
JUANITA DOUET
MIKE NALIPI
VINNIE MADSEN

Happy birthday, everyone ……..…and many more!!
One more birthday to mention that I missed last month:
Happy belated birthday to MIKE SANDLING
And to top things off, let’s all with a very happy anniversary to:
RON & PATTI TOPPER, BOB & ELAINE BRETTS and GARY & BETTY ADAMS
Remember - if you want to send a birthday or anniversary wish to someone, just
email me (sunshine@pgifishingclub.org) and I’ll be sure to get it. All I need is the
name and birth month.
!
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Members Helping Members
One of the great things about our club are the members we have willing to
take new members out for a day of fishing to help them learn our waters.
Below are members willing to take you out on their boats.
Jim Hoffman (Inshore/Offshore)
jimhoffman@embarqmail.com
Hobbs Godwin (Inshore)
govmigo@gmail.com
Chris Pflaum (Inshore/Offshore)
ccpflaum@hotmail.com
Gary Burgess (Harbor Only)
g2873477@hotmail.com
Wayne Goode (Harbor Only, Learning the Harbor)
Goode_wayne@yahoo.com
Capt. Ron Kowalyk (Flats Fishing, Fly Fishing)
captronkow@aol.com
Contact them through email to arrange a trip

Club Links
Club Website:
Club Photos:
Club Facebook:
Contest Rules:
General Information:
!

http://pgifishingclub.org/wordpress/
http://pgifishingclub.org/wordpress/?page_id=226
http://facebook.com Search for pgi fishing club
http://pgifishingclub.org/wordpress/?page_id=30
http://pgifishingclub.org/wordpress/?page_id=101
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Member catches for
september

!
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Sold at Club Meeting
The items below are sold at our club meetings and are always on display when you
enter the auditorium. Stop by and support our club by purchasing some of these
items.

Above Ellen Wagner is modeling
a new club apron we are
considering to offer. We need to
buy in bulk so let Ellen know if
you have an interest. If we have
a strong enough interest we will
place a bulk order and make
these available to membership.

Hats
License plates
Pens
Iron Ons
Stickers

!

$10.00 each
$10.00 each
$1.00 each
$4.00 one large and one small
.75
each

PAGE 31

PUNTA GORDA ISLES FISHING CLUB

classified ads
Items listed in this section are for sale from active members of the PGI Fishing Club
Exclusively. Also any upcoming events from our sponsors are listed for those
interested.

If you have any items you would like to sell, send your add to editor@pgifishingclub.org and we will
get it in the next newsletter.
!
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upcoming event

!
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PGI Marine Watch

Bill Guenther
Group Coordinator

If you can volunteer no more then 2-hours each month and have a boat , then
you may want to consider becoming a member of one of the most unique
community volunteer groups in Southwest Florida. Each day of the month PGI
NMW members rise up in the night and early morning hours, launch their
personal boats and go “On Patrol” to observe and report all suspicious boating or
land activity to the Punta Gorda Police Department night dispatcher.
We prefer all members have a boat that they can use for their monthly patrol.
However, you do not have to own a boat to become a member. You can act as
“crew” during any other members patrol or, in the event of inclement weather or
other unsafe “on-the-water” conditions, perform your 2-hour patrol at predesignated land locations in your vehicle.
The preferred boat size is 17 to 23 feet, with either a T-top or bow rail to display
“Patrol Boat” signage that identifies your vessel as a PGI Neighborhood Marine
Watch Patrol Boat.
For additional information and to become a member of the PGI Neighborhood
Marine Watch program, contact: Bill Guenther, Group Coordinator,
(radioman3029@comast.net) for additional information.

!
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Marine Contracting Group, Inc.
8260 Pascal Drive Punta Gorda, Fl 33950

941-505-0221

Seawalls

Concrete Docks

Rip Rap

Wood Piers

FREE ESTIMATES

Boatlifts and Docks

Boat Lifts - Docks - Seawalls - Pilings – Repairs & Maintenance
LICENSED - BONDED – INSURED

www.mcgfl.com sales@mcgfl.com
Save $100.00 with this AD
New Construction Contracts – Docks, Lift, Seawalls only

!
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DISCOUNTS & DEALS FROM OUR
SPONSORS & FRIENDS
Captain Ted’s – 10% discount off all purchases
* See Note 1

Laishley Marine – 5% of all purchases returned to the club at the end of the
year
* See Note 1

Marine Contracting Group - $100 off docks, lifts, seawalls with advertisement
in the PGIFC newsletter
Peter’s Knife Shop – 10 % discount
* See Note 1

Sea Tow – 13 month membership at 12 month price ($169)
Must call local Punta Gorda Office at (941) 625-5454 to get 13 month pricing
Waterproof Charts – 10 % discount
* See Note 1

NOTES:
• 1) Must present PGIFC card at time of purchase

!
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Our Sponsors
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