
      PUNTA GORDA ISLES FISHING CLUB

! PAGE 1

NEWSLETTER

September 2016

Meet the tarpon whisperer

Rick Sarkisian or more commonly referred to by club members as 
the Tarpon Whisperer is shown above as he landed a 6ft tarpon.  
Rick has made significant contributions to the club by sharing his 
knowledge to club members on the finer aspects of catching tarpon.  
Rick also served as advertising director for over 2 years.  If you are 
in need of advise on tarpon, look Rick up at our club meeting.
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From the Helm
President
Vinnie Madsen

Welcome to the September edition of the PGIFC Newsletter.  Let me start by 
saying the tarpon have arrived in the harbor.  Club members are submitting 
photos of the silver king being caught throughout the harbor from the southern 
holes to the 41 bridge area. Looks like the redfish have turned up as well.  There 
hasn’t been much activity offshore due to the weather but we can expect things 
to pick up as the seas settle down. 

Now that we are starting the downhill slope towards the end of the year I want to 
share some things we have coming up.  We have three club meetings remaining 
this year.  The board has been working on some revisions to our club’s bylaws 
and final reviews are underway.  Once completed we will present them to 
membership during our October or November meeting for a full membership 
vote.  The bylaws will be sent to membership 30 days prior to the final vote.  

Next we have the election of our new officers and board members which will take 
place in November.  Look for communications to be sent out prior to the actual 
voting process.  We have candidates for all the officer positions being retired at 
the end of the year.

We are still looking for an editor.  If anyone is interested, please let me know.

Until next month, be safe and keep those hooks wet.
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Officers:

President   Vinnie Madsen (941) 889-8458 president@pgifishingclub.org
Vice President  Jim Crawley  (941) 379-7949 jwcrawley@comcast.net
Treasurer   Pat Diver  (410) 708-0190 patdiver@comcast.net
Secretary   Randy Hall  (724) 996-4910 rhallsy@embarqmail.com 

Committee Members:

Editor    Open Position    editor@pgifishingclub.org 
Advertising   John Gettinger (941) 628-5016 jrgetter@aol.com 
Membership   Donnie Brennan (941) 575-8808 membership@pgifishingclub.org
Social Director  Ellen Wagner  (941) 916-9470 ew1536@hotmail.com
Fishing Events  Frank Barrett  (786) 863-2134 frankjbarrett@icloud.com
Record Keeper  Gary Reeves  (612) 554-9406 gardree@gmail.com

Ladies Liaison  Dianne Bukowski (732) 609-2210 dbuko6331@gmail.com
Sunshine Lady  Donnie Brennan (941) 575-8808 sunshine@pgifishingclub.org
Web Master   Jim Qurollo  (941) 347-8467 website@pgifishingclub.org
PGICA Rep   Randy Hall  (941) 575-1523 rhallsy@embarqmail.com
Graphics   Bill Guenther  (941) 661-9702 radioman3029@comcast.net
Club Photographer  Rich Brennan (941) 626-5866
CMAC    
CCA    Bob Mayes     rmayes@lquest.net

Club Leadership

Our club currently has 132 members on Facebook.  It is exclusively for members and 
family.  It’s a great place to share your catches and experiences with other members in the 
club.
If you have a Facebook account and want to join, just search for “PGI Fishing Club” in 
Facebook and select the join button.  One of our Facebook administrators will get you 
added.
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Joe Udwari was presented a Gold Pin for his 
Club Record breaking Amberjack caught last 
month.  Joe also shared during the meeting 
some spots and techniques he used to catch 
it.

august club meeting
Last month during the August meeting the following members received awards for Fish of 
the Month, Door Prizes, 50/50 cash awards and Name this Fish.  Congratulations to all.

Capt. Jay Withers was presented a club 
certificate of appreciation from Bill 
Guenther after speaking to the group 
about techniques he uses to catch the 
August Fish of the Month, Tarpon

July FOM Winners

50/50 Winners

Guest Speaker

Above from left to right are Darlene Madsen, Joe Udwari, 
Vinnie Madsen and Mike Gilger who were the winners 
for Fish of the Month.

Gold Pin Award
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august club meeting

Above are the winners for our August Door Prize and 50/50 drawings. On the top row from 
left to right we have Dan Foland, Tom Lodge and Bob Mayes.  On the lower row we have 
Tom Hickey, Ed Verminski and Dick Doster who won the 50/50 Drawing. 

Congratulations to all.  Hope to see everyone at the 
next meeting on September 13.

Door Prize and 50/50 Winners 
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Jim’s Fishing Report

September’s Fish of the Month is spotted seatrout. Your best bet is going to 
be to fish the grass beds and cleaner water down in Pine Island Sound. 
Fish on grass flats in 3 to 5 feet that drop into deeper water.  

Resident tarpon can be located in the upper harbor in the 20 foot holes.  
Lady fish have been plentiful and are the preferred bait at this time of year.  
Don’t be surprised if your lady fish is taken by a good size bull shark.

Snook season opens Sept. 1 till Nov. 31.  Look for moving water around 
points, creek mouths, and structure. They’ve even moved back into the PGI 
canals.  You can also find black drum in the canals and around the bridges.

Redfish are moving back into the Harbor.  Chunk baits under the 
mangroves at high tide and into potholes on lower tides.  In the lower 
harbor there are reports of flounder and pompano.  There are also big 
schools of jacks to 10 lb. roaming the Harbor.  

Snapper continue to be on fire inshore and offshore.  In the harbor, fish 
around bridges, in the canals, Alligator reef, and Boca Grande Pass.  

For red grouper, you’ll need to get out to 110 feet of water, or about 40 
miles over hard bottom.  Gags can be found in a wider range of depths.  
Look for them around structure and ledges.  Further offshore, wahoo have 
been caught.  Kingfish are beginning to come back thru and have been 
caught as close as the power poles.

September and October is the peak of the hurricane season.  As I write 
this, it looks like the tropical depression that is off Cuba is going to 
strengthen as Hermine curves back over Florida.  It looks like we could get 
quite a bit of rain, which would be a good thing.  It should cool down the 
water in the Harbor and set the stage for turning on a terrific fall bite.

Vice President
Jim Crawley
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Fishing Events
Events Director
Frank Barrett
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Statistics & Reports
Record Keeper
Gary Reeves

 
 

The Month in Review 
“As was last year, this August too turned out to be a pretty 
slow month.  Let’s hope for a strong rebound in September 
(last September was one of our stronger months with good 

numbers of both Redfish and Tarpon reported).” 

 
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

 

 

 

 

What’s Bite’n  Chart 
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Membership
Membership Director
Donnie BrennanTotal 

Households
Active 

Members

285 546

Membership Stats

Hey Everyone!

I know I said this last month but it can’t be said enough; so I’m going to be a bit 
repetitive – especially since September’s weather promises to be worse. The 
lightening is vicious so be careful out there. The storms always appear as though 
they’ll just blow over but they’ve been very sneaky and have started to hit us 
without much warning. Keep your eyes on the skies and always pay attention to the 
thunder. As the meteorologists say: “If you can hear the thunder, your within the 
striking range of the lightening that comes with it.”

Okay, so now to Membership:
Things are looking good for our great club. Word is getting out and more people 
are joining. You know what that means…………..more friends to make.

Here are our newest members (and potential new friends):

DAN & KYM CITERA
SAM & ELLEN COX
TOM & LORI JEREMIASON
MACK & SUSAN JOHNSON
LARRY & BARB PAYNE
JEFF WILSON & CATHY HUNT

Remember, each new member’s badge will have a star so they’ll be easily 
recognized. Please make sure you go out of your way to say hello and make them 
feel a part of this great club.  Never forget my motto: “The new member you meet 
just might turn out to be the best friend you have.”

IMPORTANT NOTE: This is September and I still have way too many badges 
that were never picked up. You need to send me a self-addressed, STAMPED 
envelope NOW so I can mail you yours. Thanks Donnie
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We are almost thru the summer months and it sure has been 
hot and rainy it will be so nice when the fall weather arrives 
and all of our friends that have been away have returned. 

For now I have stopped making dinner reservations for 
Wednesday evenings after our Happy Hour at the Tiki Hut 
behind the Four Seasons Hotel as our group has become 
smaller and we really don’t need to make a reservation with 
everyone away we will start up again in a month or so and of 
course we still are meeting at the Tiki Hut for Happy Hour 
starting at 5:00 so please come and join in.

As always we are still doing dessert and soft drinks after our 
monthly meetings on the second Tuesday of each month and 
look forward to seeing everyone. 

If you would like to donate some baked goods just drop it by 
the kitchen before the meeting.

Please be sure to stop by and see Darlene Madsen to see 
the Club hats, pens, stickers and the heat transfers for shirts 
that we offer for sale for our club members.

See you soon 

Ellen Wagner

Social Events
Social Events Director
Ellen Wagner

Club Calendar

Tiki Hut every Wednesday 
at 5pm followed by dinner at 
6:30pm.

Mens Breakfast every 
Friday morning.  7am at 
Elena’s.

Club Meeting at PGICA 
every 2nd Tuesday of he 
month at 7pm.

Ladies Lunch and dinner 
scheduled by Dianne 
Bukowski. See details in 
Diane’s section.

Christmas Party on Dec 13.  
Check with Ellen Wagner for 
tickets.
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The ladies had a great time for lunch at Curry and Kabob and dinner at Carmelo’s.  I always 
forget to take pictures because we are having so much fun. 

On deck for September 2016, we are planning to have our Ladies’ Lunch at Sandra’s 
Restaurant on Thursday, September 8th and Ladies’ Night Out for dinner at Scotty’s Brew 
House in Fisherman’s Village on Thursday, September 22nd.  Emails with more specifics will 
be sent out to the ladies. 

Joe and I had a great day fishing a few weeks ago. We caught a few Tarpon, Flounder and 
Pompano.  Here is one of my favorite ways to cook Flounder (or any light white fish such as 
Pompano).  It is also great with chicken. 

Flounder Francaise 

2 Eggs, beaten ¼ teaspoon Onion Powder 
1 tablespoon Olive Oil ¼ teaspoon Garlic Powder 
1 tablespoon Butter 1/8 teaspoon Paprika 
½ cup Flour 1/8 teaspoon Black Pepper 
¼ teaspoon Salt 4 large Flounder Fillets (1 ½ - 2 pounds) 
Sauce  
4 tablespoons Butter ¼ cup Lemon Juice 
¼ cup White Wine ½ teaspoon Parsley 
¼ cup Water Lemon Slices and Parsley for garnish 
1.  In a large skillet, heat the oil and 1 Tbsp. of butter over medium heat. 
2. Place the flout and all the seasonings in a plastic bag and shake to blend. 
3. Place the beaten eggs in a shallow dish. 
4. When the skillet is good and hot, put the flounder fillets in the bag one at a time and ten dip in the egg.  

Coat them completely with the egg and place in the skillet.  The egg should sizzle immediately.  If it 
doesn’t, the oil isn’t hot enough. 

5. Save 1 tablespoon of the flour mixture for the sauce. 
6. Fry over medium heat until brown on both sides, about 3 to 4 minutes per side.  Add extra butter if you 

need to. 
7. Remove from skillet, keep warm. 
8. Discard any oil left in skillet and add the 4 Tbsp. and the 1 Tbsp of seasoned flour reserved from the 

flounder.  Whisk until smooth.  Add the rest of the sauce ingredients, stirring constantly until well 
blended.  Bring to boil and cook 5 minutes, stirring frequently.  If the sauce thickens too much, add 
more water-just 1 tsp at a time until you achieve the desired consistency. 

9. To serve place over a bed of buttered rice (quinoa, spinach, etc.) and pour a little sauce over each fillet.  
Garnish with lemon slices and parsley. 

Ladies Liaison
Dianne Bukowski
Ladies Liaison
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Sunshine Lady
Donnie Brennan
Sunshine Lady

Can you believe this is September??? Holy sunshine, Batman, where did the 
summer go?? Gone to rainstorms, every one. And speaking of storms!
Holy umbrella! Forget the umbrella; you need a rowboat. Hey, everyone….stay safe 
out there.

Now for our September celebrants. 

Please remember to say happy birthday to:

Terry (Bandel) Moeller and Mike Gilger who celebrate their birthdays this month.

And finally congratulations to Bill	&	Hyre*e	Guenther	Celebra3ng	their	60th	Wedding	
Anniversary	on	September	1st.
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One of the great things about our club are the members we have willing to 
take new members out for a day of fishing to help them learn our waters.  

Below are members willing to take you out on their boats.

Jim Hoffman  (Inshore/Offshore)
jimhoffman@embarqmail.com

Hobbs Godwin  (Inshore)
govmigo@gmail.com

Chris Pflaum  (Inshore/Offshore)
ccpflaum@hotmail.com

Gary Burgess (Harbor Only)
g2873477@hotmail.com

Wayne Goode (Harbor Only, Learning the Harbor)
Goode_wayne@yahoo.com

Capt. Ron Kowalyk (Flats Fishing, Fly Fishing)
captronkow@aol.com

Contact them through email to arrange a trip

Members Helping Members

Club Website:  http://pgifishingclub.org/wordpress/
Club Photos:   http://pgifishingclub.org/wordpress/?page_id=226
Club Facebook:  http://facebook.com   Search for pgi fishing club
Contest Rules:  http://pgifishingclub.org/wordpress/?page_id=30
General Information: http://pgifishingclub.org/wordpress/?page_id=101

Club Links
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Member catches for August
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Member catches for August
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Member catches for August
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no Adds at this Time 

classified ads  

If you have any items you would like to sell, send your add to editor@pgifishingclub.org and we will 
get it in the next newsletter.

New, Never used Lewmar 
22 Pound Stainless Steel Plow Anchor.  
Cost New $743.66 +tax.  
I’m asking $375.00
If interested, contact Vinnie at 
941-889-8458

Items listed in this section are for sale from active members of the PGI Fishing Club 
Exclusively.  Also any upcoming events from our sponsors are listed for those 
interested.
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PGI Marine Watch 

If you can volunteer no more then 2-hours each month and have a boat , then 
you may want to consider becoming a member of one of the most unique 
community volunteer groups in Southwest Florida. Each day of the month PGI 
NMW members rise up in the night and early morning hours, launch their 
personal boats and go “On Patrol” to observe and report all suspicious boating or 
land activity to the Punta Gorda Police Department night dispatcher. 

We prefer all members have a boat that they can use for their monthly patrol. 
However, you do not have to own a boat to become a member. You can act as 
“crew” during any other members patrol or, in the event of inclement weather or 
other unsafe “on-the-water” conditions, perform your 2-hour patrol at pre-
designated land locations in your vehicle. 

The preferred boat size is 17 to 23 feet, with either a T-top or bow rail to display 
“Patrol Boat” signage that identifies your vessel as a PGI Neighborhood Marine 
Watch Patrol Boat. 

For additional information and to become a member of the PGI Neighborhood 
Marine Watch program, contact: Bill Guenther, Group Coordinator, 
(radioman3029@comast.net) for additional information. 

Bill Guenther
Group Coordinator
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Marine Contracting Group, Inc.

941-505-0221

Boat Lifts  - Docks - Seawalls - Pilings – Repairs & Maintenance
LICENSED - BONDED – INSURED

www.mcgfl.com sales@mcgfl.com
Save $100.00 with this AD

New Construction Contracts – Docks, Lift, Seawalls  only

Concrete Docks

Wood Piers

Seawalls

Rip Rap

Boatlifts and Docks

8260 Pascal Drive Punta Gorda, Fl 33950

FREE ESTIMATES
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Captain Ted’s – 10% discount off all purchases 
* See Note 1

Laishley Marine – 5% of all purchases returned to the club at the end of the 
year  
* See Note 1

Marine Contracting Group - $100 off docks, lifts, seawalls with advertisement 
in the PGIFC newsletter

Peter’s Knife Shop – 10 % discount 
* See Note 1

Sea Tow – 13 month membership at 12 month price ($169) 
Must call local Punta Gorda Office at (941) 625-5454 to get 13 month pricing

Waterproof Charts – 10 % discount 
* See Note 1

NOTES:

•	 1)  Must present PGIFC card at time of purchase

DISCOUNTS & DEALS FROM OUR 
SPONSORS & FRIENDS
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Our Sponsors
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Our Sponsors
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Our Sponsors


