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F or those of you who know and 
elected me your President, I 

thank you.  Sincerely!  What an 
honor it will be to serve this great 

club and get to meet more of you on a more per-
sonal level. 

For those of you who don’t know me, my name is 
Mike Gilger and in November of 2013, the member-
ship thought me worthy of their support and voted 
to elect me President of your PGI Fishing Club.  I 
promise to do your club justice and serve you with 
all the good intentions I can muster up.  Should I 
falter in any way, you can rest assured that there 
are many Board members who will gladly kick my…
well, set me straight. 

My name is Mike Gilger…oops, said that already, 
didn’t I?  Guess I’m a bit nervous writing my first 
article.  Jittery nerves make for jumping fingers.  
Blame my keyboard! 

While our Punta Gorda winter is approaching, I am 
right now enjoying the cooler weather.  However, 
coming from Pennsylvania, I’m keeping my fingers 
crossed that this great weather doesn’t get much 
cooler but several of my friends have said to me, 
“Mike, you ain’t seen nothin’ yet!  Wait until Janu-
ary/February. That’s when it really gets cold.”  Are 
they right?  According to some, we can see tem-
peratures drop of the mid-to-high 20s. Let’s hope 
not.  I’ve really gotten to enjoy the tepid atmos-
phere. 

Enough said about me and the cold!  How did you 
do in our final contest for 2013?  We ended the sea-
son with the fish of the month being black drum.  
Did you catch yours? 

I’ve been really lucky this past year by being able to 
hook up with some really great guys from the 
PGIFC.  Their friendship has enabled me to get out 
on the water much more than I would normally 
have done.  They call and ask if I want to go fishing 
and my wife, Jessie, says, “Go!  Get out and have 

fun!”  Still haven’t figured out if she’s kicking me out 
of the house to have fun or just kicking me out for 
the day!  Hmm!  I’ll have to look into that one.  LOL. 

At this time, I’m going to make a suggestion.  Last 
year, we were asking for our membership to submit 
articles on our magnificent water world, whether it 
be fishing, boating, boat safety or any other topic 
regarding our waters.  We have heard very little 
from you so I’m suggesting that for 2014, we let 
ourselves be heard.  As your President, I’d enjoy 
hearing your thoughts.  All you need to do is send 
whatever article you write to our editor at             
editor@pgifishingclub.org and he’ll do the rest.  I’d 
especially like to hear from our Grand Master An-
glers.  You didn’t get those shirts because of your 
looks.  It was skill and knowledge so how about 
passing some of that knowledge on to your fellow 
members.  I’m sure they’d like to hear what you 
have to say. 

This is really going to be a fun year.  We have many 
new board members and I know they are going to 
bring new and fresh ideas to our club.  We might 
change a few things, might not change any but we 
are sure to at least modify and clarify some.  So for 
that, you’ll just have to stay tuned and see what we 
come up with. 

And speaking of which...if you have a suggestion for 
the club, let us know.  We’re here for you.  So, 
speak up.  We’d love to hear from you. My email is 
president@pgifishingclub.org.  

Now one more suggestion before I end my first arti-
cle, please read the entire newsletter.  There is just 
so much information you should know about.  Our 
Board works very hard to keep you informed and do 
us the honor of reading what we write. 

Thanks and I’ll see you at the January meeting. 

Mike 

From the Helm                           Mike Gilger 



4 

 

H ello from your new Fishing 
Events Director.  I know I have a 

tough act to follow since John  
Wolfinger did a terrific job in this role 

for the last 2 years.  Since John worked closely with 
Bob Rand (Record Keeper) and Jim Qurollo (Editor), 
both of whom are still on board, I believe I can man-
age to stay out of too much trouble by doing the 
same.  I'm really looking forward to serving as your 
Fishing Events Director (at least until you fire me). 
 
Needless to say, there's a lot of water to cover since 
our last general meeting in November because our 
December Christmas Party was all play and no work 
(except for our now retired Social Director Sherry 
Moerke and her group of hard working volunteers 
who slaved tirelessly providing us with a wonderful 
evening out).  
  
Namely, I need to summarize December's Fish of the 
Month (FOM) Contest and Ladder of Angling 
Achievement (LOA) Program Awards, and Year-End 
Awards.  In addition, as a result of reviewing several 
years of the Club's past fishing results and talking 
with a number of members, former Officers and 
Fishing Events Directors, I want to introduce a few 
changes to the FOM Contest, LOA Program and Club 
Tournaments going forward.  None of these changes 
are retroactive so what you've accomplished thus far 
in your LOA stays in place.  We just decided to en-
hance the contests and programs a little to further 
incentivize members to do what we do best, and 
that's GO FISHING!  But first, last year's results. 
 
December was black drum month and unlike last 
year, enough were caught to award all three prizes, 
barely however, since only 3 entries were received.  I 
know the drum were chewing pretty good on crusta-
ceans at the bridges and in the canals in November, 
but slowed down a bit in December.  I also know that 
awarding these FOM prizes makes John Wolfinger 
very happy since it keeps his streak of awarding 
prizes during each month of 2013 intact.  Congratu-
lations go out to: 
 

Tom Hickey - 1st place with a $35 gift certificate 
to Fishin' Frank's for his 46.5" behemoth 
black drum. 

Rich Brennan - 2nd place with a $25 gift certifi-
cate to Laishley Marine for his 23" half-
behemoth black drum. 

John Solinger - 3rd place with a $15 gift certifi-
cate  to Rio Villa Bait and Tackle for his 15" 
nicely marked juvenile black drum. 

 
If you did catch a black drum in December and didn't 
submit it, you may have missed out on a great prize.  
So make sure that if you do catch a fish of the month 
or any fish for that matter, attach a picture to an 
email identifying your full name, length and type of 
fish, date caught and a note if you used a paid guide, 
and send it to fishphotos@pgifishingclub.org.  It's 
that easy, and it enters your catch into all of the 
Club's programs and contests as long as you satisfy 
each of the respective revised rules for these events.  
The revised rules can be found on the Club's great 
website at pgifishingclub.org. 
 
While you're on the computer, why not also post 
your pictures on the Cub's Facebook page so we can 
all get a real time idea of what's biting. 
    
Our January FOM is sheepshead.  As most of you 
know, just like black drum, sheepshead also  love 
crustaceans and mollusks and in particular shrimp, 
mud crabs and barnacles, especially this time of 
year.   They hang out near seawalls, dock and trestle 
pilings, bridge piers and reefs.  They are uncanny bait 
thieves, however, so be quick on the hook set if 
you're not over reefs  and are fishing with J hooks.  
Although not a reef fish, when fishing for sheep-
shead over a reef with natural bait you should use a 
non-stainless steel circle hook.  Always make sure 
and check the latest applicable regulations in effect 
for where you are fishing.  Remember, you can't use 
a paid guide for any contests except the LOA Pro-
gram, and your January FOM entries are due no later 
than February 1. 
 
 A complete listing of FOM species being targeted in 
2014 may also be found on our Web site under the 

(Continued on page 5) 

Fishing Events                               Joe Udwari 
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 FUN THINGS SOMEBODY SAID 

 
"I found out that it's not good to talk about my troubles.  Eighty 

percent of the people who hear them don't care and the other twenty 
percent are glad you're having them.” 

 
- Tommy Lasorda, as LA Dodgers manager 

                        

FOM Contest Rules.  The list is almost identical to 
last year's list except that we switched snook and 
tarpon so that members can keep their legal sized 
snook in September if they choose to and the snook 
season reopens September 1 as anticipated. 
 
The LOA results are nicely summarized later in this 
Newsletter, and awards for both November and De-
cember will be handed out at our next general meet-
ing on January 14.  I just want to recognize and con-
gratulate Tom Hickey for achieving Grand Master 
Angler status in November of 2013.  That's a tough 
level to achieve and he earned his shirt and ce-
mented this HUUUGE accomplishment by catching 
some real nice quality fish this year. 
  
The results for the 2013 Year-End Awards are also 
summarized below and I look forward to awarding 
each of the prizes in the Master Angler Tournament 
(MAT) and Isles Trophy Race (ITR) on January 14.  
Although I and many others tried hard to get in the 
winner's circle, we came up short (literally).  Con-
gratulations to all the skilled (and somewhat lucky?) 
anglers who wound up winning these coveted 
awards. 
 
Lastly, I'll briefly summarize some of the changes to 
Fishing Events beginning in 2014.  More discussion 
will take place during our January meeting if time 
allows and during the February general meeting 
when we perhaps have a less jam-packed meeting 
agenda. 
 

The FOM Contest will award prizes each month 
to both the top 3 male and top 3 female an-

glers with the intent to incentivize the 
women to fish even more and submit their 
entries.  Awarding more prizes to Club mem-
bers is not a bad thing, right? 

An 8th level was added to the LOA Program to 
continue to motivate Grand Master Anglers 
(GMA) after they receive their shirt.  A star 
will be awarded to each GMA for accumulat-
ing 2000 points during any year after receiv-
ing their shirt.  I can already envision multi-
star GMAs among our ranks within a few 
years. 

A July fishing outing/tournament will be added 
to supplement the outings typically held in 
March and October, weather permitting.  
Instead of targeting spotted seatrout, red-
fish, snook and grouper, the July outing will 
award prizes to the member catching the 
longest tarpon, shark, stingray and redfish.  
Only one prize per member as usual, but it 
should be fun to see what trophy fish we can 
catch in the heat of the summer. 

 
A few more revisions were made to the rules gov-
erning our LOA, FOM, MAT and ITR programs and 
contests.  Visit our website to read up on all of these 
rules.  
 
We are truly lucky to fish here and enjoy the 
weather.  So drop a line in the water and catch some 
fish for a chance to share in the bounty of all that 
our Club and great area has to offer.  Come before 7 
pm on January 14 to leave enough time to pick up 
your raffle and 50/50 tickets, and to grab a good 
seat.  C U then!  

(Continued from page 4) 
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Rich Brennan, 2nd place ($25 gift certificate),  
23-inch black drum 

December,  2013 

Fish of the Month Contest 
Black Drum 

Congratulations to our winners! 
(There were a total of 3 black drum entered.) 

Fish of the Month 2014 Schedule 

January SHEEPSHEAD 

February SPOTTED SEATROUT 

March PGI SPRING SLAM:  REDFISH 
and SPOTTED SEATROUT 

April SPANISH MACKEREL 

May COBIA 

June TARPON 

July SHARK 

August MANGROVE SNAPPER 

September SNOOK 

October REDFISH 

November GROUPER 

December BLACK DRUM 

John Solinger, 
3rd place  
($15 gift  

certificate),  
15-inch  

black drum 

Tom Hickey, 1st  Place ($35 gift certificate), 
46.5-inch black drum 
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No program/speaker at last month’s 
meeting because of the Christmas 
Party, and none this month because of 
awards presentations.  Next program 

will be at the February meeting. 

J ane and I hope you had a nice holi-
day season and look forward to try-

ing out some new places this year. 
 
Here's a tentative preview of the first few months. 
 
January: 
 
16th OUT TO LUNCH  - Captains Table - 11:30 am 
 
30th GIRLS NITE OUT - Phil's - 6:00 pm 
 
February: 
 
13th OUT TO LUNCH - Wally's - 11:30 am.   
 
27th GIRLS NITE OUT - 5:30 pm - Pot luck appe- 
  tizers and bead class - learn how to make  
  earrings and string a bracelet.  Taught by our 
  own Karen Udwari with an assist from me. 
 
March: 
 
6th GIRLS NITE OUT will be early this month! 
           Visani Comedy Club @ 6:30 pm, dinner and  
  show Al Roma's - very funny! - and Catherine  
  Maloney 
 
TBD OUT TO LUNCH 
 
Please let Jane or I know if you have any place you 
would like to try! 
 
Look forward to seeing you at some of our events! 

PGI Liquors 

    Fine Wine                        and  Spirits 

  
Hours: 
Mon-Sat 8am-9pm 
Sunday 12pm - 7pm 

941.833.2615    
615 Cross Street   
Punta Gorda Florida   33950 

Programs        John Simonieg Ladies Liaison         Cris Scheib and 
Jane Stenberg 
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W ow, what an amazing 
year! 

 
Yes, I’m back, or rather, I haven’t left so you’re 
stuck with me for at least another year as your 
Membership Director!  I love this job and don’t plan 
on leaving it all too soon, so yeah, you get to see me 
again this year. 
 
2013 was a very busy year for the fishing club.  
 
Back in the summer of 1980, Ben Ugoretz and four 
of his buddies realized they had one dream for re-
tirement.  They wanted to fish.  The five men (and 
their wives) lived in Punta Gorda Isles and yet, knew 
almost nothing about fishing these vast waterways. 
They decided to see if they could get local guides to 
help them out.  They soon also realized that in or-
der to have guides help them, they’d need a club. 
So with the “nod of approval” from the PGICA, the 
PGI Fishing Club was born.  
 
As I said, they started out with FIVE MEN AND THEIR 
WIVES!!  Now, here we are 34 years later and boy, 
have we grown! 
 
We can now boast a whopping 281 memberships!!! 
THAT EQUALS 540 INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS…can you 
imagine?  I’m sure Ben and his buddies are smiling 
down on us in awe. 
 
In the year 2013, we registered 73 new household 
memberships equaling a total of 141 new individual 
members.  Can you even imagine having 140 new 
members join one club in one year?  Mind boggling, 
isn’t it?  Yet, we did it.  I guess words gets around 
that we are one-of-kind club. 
 
When I took over Membership, we had a total of 
167 household memberships.  Look at us know! 
We’re not just fishing, we are soaring! 
 
Time is getting away from me and I really need to 
get this article to our Editor so without further ado, 
let me introduce you to our newest members: 
 

PETER & LINDA CHURCH 
 
ANTHONY & LAURIE GRAY 
 
ALEX & KATHY LYLE 
 
TED & SANDY WIERZBANOWSKI (if you’re not sure 
how to say his name, it’s pronounced veerz-ban-
ofski – trust me, I’m Polish.  I know these things.) 
 
CANDY & GEORGE WOOD 
 
FRANK & SHERRY BARRETT 
 
PAUL BRISSON & MANON LORTIE 
 
DAVID & MAGGIE KESSLER 
 
GERRY & ANNEMAIRE SMITH 
 
SANDY SNOW & MARCIA HARPER 
 
While it’s true that with every new year we lose a 
few members, we gain that many more. We may 
lose some because they move; others may get 
bored (although for the life of me, I can’t imagine 
how or why) and others reach that door at the end 
of their life’s tunnel. Whatever reason, we always 
lose a few people. But as I said, for every one we 
lose, we gain at least two more. 
 
So please welcome all our newest members. They 
will be wearing stars on their badges.  Make them 
feel welcome; talk to them; take them fishing.  
Never forget, that new friend you make just might 
turn out to be your newest best friend. I should 
know…been there, done that – often. 
 
So in the meantime, have fun on the water. Catch 
those big guys and most of all, stay safe. 
 
Donnie 

Membership                             Donnie Brennan 
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Club Members qualify for a 13 month membership at our  

12 month price ($169) 

Now offering Marine Telephone and GPS Tracking 

4140 Whidden Blvd, Unit A, Port Charlotte 33980 

(941) 625-5454 or VHF-16 
www.SeaTow.com/CharlotteHarbor 

CHARLOTTE HARBOR 

A s we begin a new year, I hope all of 
had a great ending to our previous 

one.  
 
I’ve sent out a few cards last year and it’s so nice to 
hear how everyone enjoyed hearing from the PGI 
Fishing Club. 
 
In December, a sympathy card was sent to Peggy 
Parson whose father passed away.  I know I speak 
for the entire club when we say that our thoughts 
and prayers are with her during her time of mourn-
ing. 
 
Now, for those who are new to the club…here is 
what I do.  When I am notified that someone is ill or 
maybe had an accident, I send an appropriate cards 
filled with best wishes from the PGI Fishing Club.  I’ll 
even send out a birthday or anniversary card.  All 
you need to do is give me the information:  name 

and reason. 
 
Each card is unique and made to fit the person and/
or the incident.  Some are humorous (if requested) 
others casual and others even serious.  You give me 
the information I need and I do the rest. 
 
So if you think you know of someone who could use 
a bit of sunshine in their lives, just email me at  
sunshine@pgifishingclub.org. 
 
Remember, hugs are free. I give to those who need 
them. 
 
Don’t forget, I’m the eternal optimist.  No smile is 
too small to share. 
 
((((((((((((((((big hugs))))))))))))))))))) 
 
Donnie 

Sunshine Lady                              Donnie Brennan 

mailto:sunshine@pgifishingclub.org
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I  would like to introduce myself.  My 
name is Sandi Rosen and I am the 

new Social Events Director for your PGI Fishing 
Club. 
 
I am looking forward to a year filled with fun events 
and possibly a few surprises. 
 
I know I have a big job ahead of me to fill the shoes 
of our out-going Social Events Director, Sherry  
Moerke who, by the way, did an outstanding job.  It 
is a task that I fully intend to give my wholehearted 
effort and hopefully you will be pleased with some 
of the changes I plan to make. 
 
As your know, the club has grown significantly in 
the past few years.  We have grown to a point 
where we have outgrown our capacity for our holi-
day party at the PGICA.  With over 500 members 
and over 50 new members this year alone, we 
found it necessary to turn people away from at-
tending the holiday party.  That is something we did 
not want to do but had no choice. 
 
In all fairness, we have decided to move the venue 
to a larger facility.  We are now working on the 
plans for December 2014 where everyone who 
wishes to attend can do so.  At this time, the par-
ticulars have not been formalized.  I will keep you 
informed as plans develop and become solidified.  
One particular place we are looking at now can 
promise us a sit down served dinner, appetizers, 

desserts with a choice of 2 or 3 entrees at a minimal 
cost increase to our membership. 
 
I will keep you informed as plans progress. 
As to the annual picnic, this year it is scheduled for 
March 22nd with a rain date of March 23rd.  This 
will be a picnic you will not want to miss AND one 
we guarantee you will NEVER forget!  Fishin’ Frank 
(yes, from THAT bait and tackle shop) has agreed to 
come and set up and run his fishing simulator!!  Not 
only will you have the opportunity to try out elec-
tronic fishing but you will also be competing with 
your fellow anglers for the largest electronic score!  
AND of course, we will also be having other games 
along with additional prizes. 
 
The cost will be held at the usual $5.00 per mem-
bership (of one or two) which will include fried 
chicken, coleslaw, potato salad, soft drinks, water-
melon AND FUN!!  Appetizers and desserts will be 
provided by attending members, as always.  We 
hope you will all put this date on your calendars. 
So…I am looking forward to meeting and working 
with many new faces this year and I will be solicit-
ing volunteers to help with the various parties and 
projects. 
  
I will be introducing myself at the January meeting 
and hope to see you all there! 
 
Happy and healthy new year to all. 
 
Sandi Rosen 

Social Events                                                                        Sandi Rosen 
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 PGI Fishing Club Ladder of Angling Achievement Program 

     NUMBER OF  SIZE   POINTS   EARNED 
LEVEL   SPECIES    LIMITS  NEEDED   AWARD 
FIRST FISH    1     NONE   NONE    CLUB HAT 
BRONZE    5     NONE   NONE    BRONZE PIN 
SILVER     5     LEGAL   300    SILVER PIN 
GOLD     7     LEGAL   700    GOLD PIN  
LIFETIME    9     LEGAL   1000    SNOOK PIN 
LIFETIME LEVEL II  13     LEGAL   1400    REDFISH PIN 
LIFETIME LEVEL III 18     LEGAL   1700    TARPON PIN 
GRAND MASTER  23     LEGAL   2000    CLUB SHIRT W/LOGO 

For complete Ladder of Angling Achievement Program rules, detailed information on eligible angler achieve-
ment species and points earned based on length, please see the PGI Fishing Club Web site 

(www.pgifishingclub.org) Ladder of Angling Achievement page. 
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Master Angler Tournament 2013 Standings 
(If you see an error, please contact the Fishing Events Director at fishing@pgifishingclub.org or Newsletter Editor at editor@pgifishingclub.org) 

Certificate Award — Three awards will be given for each fish species.      The first will be the first place angler with the longest 
length fish in species.      The second award will be for the next longest and third place for the angler with the third longest.      
Important Note:  Only pictures of the caught fish are accepted for entry into the Master Angler or Ladder of Angling Achieve-
ment.      

 
PGI FISHING CLUB FISHING PROGRAMS ARE EASY TO ENTER 

Entering our fishing programs is simple.      Just email a photo of you and your fish along with your 
name, date caught, fish species, and length to fishphotos@pgifishingclub.org. 
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Isles Trophy Race 
2013 

 PGI FISHING CLUB’S ANNUAL ISLES TROPHY STANDINGS 

2009 Winners 
Rich Brennan 

Christine Jordan 
 

2010 Winners 
Kel Krotzer 

Margie Hoffman 
 

2011 Winners 
Greg Chestnut 

Joanne Landaker 
 

2012 Winners 
Jim Qurollo 

Rose Anne McCaffrey 

 MEN 
Steve Landaker 

WOMEN 
Missy Becker 

 ISLES TROPHY RACE LEADERS FOR 2013 

 PAST ISLES TROPHY RACE WINNERS 

MENS DIVISION 

New this month are in BLUE 
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Member Catches 

Fred Benson, jack crevalle 

Rick Sarkisian 37-inch cobia 

Elaine Bretts, snapper 

Tom Lodge, 30-inch gag grouper 

Mike Gilger, groupers 

Joe Udwari, bonito 

Patti Topper, sheepshead 

Roz Hickey, jack crevalle 

John Stockinger, ladyfish 
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Member Catches 

Joe Udwari, 29-inch gag grouper 

Mike Gilger, 33.5-inch king mackerel 

Ron Topper, ladyfish 

Bob Bretts, 18-inch spotted 
seatrout 

Bob Bretts, jack crevalle 

Mike Gilger, sheepshead 

See more Member Catches fish photos on 
your club Web site:  

www.pgifishingclub.org  
Photo Gallery page 

Gretchen Sunderland, spotted 
seatrout 

Patti Topper, Spanish mackerel 
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Here are some of our 
club members willing 
to take other members 
fishing on their boat. 

IN-SHORE: 
             John Gettinger   Mike Gilger   Hans Gross   Bob Lunsden       Jim Qurollo 
              941.505.8186         610.996.5375   973.222.2211   706.817.0703       941.347.8467 
              22’ CC           22.5’ CC    22’ CC     19’ CC Bay Boat      22’ CC Bay Boat 

 
OFF-SHORE: 

          Hans Gross         Jim Hoffman  
          973.222.2211         941.575.7867 
          22’ CC             33’ Rampage 
                         Twin Diesels—Stand-up Head  

Club Members Fishing Together and Sharing Expenses 


