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  FROM THE HELM     Aaron Wagner, President 

S ƻƳŜ ōǳǎȅ ŘƻƛƴΩǎ ƻƴ /ŀǎŜȅ YŜȅ Dr. Part of a seawall collapsed, 
well, a better estimate would be 
about 80% of it collapsed and 
now the barge is in the area put-
ting in a new one. While the noise 

ƛǎ ǘƻƭŜǊŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƘǳƳŀƴǎΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǿƘŀǘ 
ƛǘΩǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘΦ  L ƪƴƻǿ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ {ǳȊƛ {ǘΦ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŦƛǎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴŀƭ όƛǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ǊŜƴƴŀƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ŦƛǎƘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ŘƻŎƪύ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǘǘƭƛƴƎΣ ǊƻŀǊƛƴƎ ƴƻƛǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
the barge and its engine are driving the fish else-
ǿƘŜǊŜΦ  aŀƪŜǎ ƳŜ ƎƭŀŘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŦƛǎƘΗ 

I do have some really good news for the club.  While 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ .ƛƭƭ 
Guenther is no longer our editor (he resigned for 
personal reasons), Jim Qurollo has stepped up to 
the plate (maybe I should say computer).  He has 
volunteered his time, expertise and energy to keep 
ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƎƻƛƴƎΦ  {ƻΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŀǇπ
ǇƭŀǳŘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿŜǎǘ .ƻŀǊŘ aŜƳōŜǊΦ  όά/[!tέ  ά/[!tέ  
ά/[!tέύ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ .ƛƭƭΣ L ƪƴƻǿ 
WƛƳ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ Ƨƻō ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƭǳŎƪȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
him. 

There are a few things going on with the club as 
well as the PGI Civic Association.  As you probably 
know, the PGICA is celebrating their 50th anniver-
sary this year! What an accomplishment!  So, in or-
der to celebrate in a manner befitting the PGICA, 
ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ Ŏƭǳō ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ 
events are held once a month.  The PGI Fishing Club 
volunteered to host a Sock Hop which is scheduled 
ŦƻǊ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ƪŜŜǇ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ {ƘŜǊǊȅΩǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ 
ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΦ LΩƳ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ 
up to support your club supporting the PGICA. 

Also coming up is another day-long contest-outing 
that our Fishing Director, John is planning. You 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ŧǳƴ 
group and their day on the water. 

{ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǿƛǘŎƘ ƎŜŀǊǎ 
ƘŜǊŜ ŀ ōƛǘΦ  L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Wǳƭȅ όǿŜƭƭΣ LΩƳ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ 
in June) but are you aware of the fact that we have 
had three named storms in the Atlantic already? 

¢ƘǊŜŜ ƛƴ WǳƴŜΗ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ōǳǎȅ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  Wǳǎǘ ǎǘŀȅ ŀƭŜǊǘ 
and safe on the water.  Have your fun, catch your 
fish but most of all, stay safe. 

As for fishing, I know many people are on the water 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ 
members turning in their photos.  Due to required 
ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ 
our editor does try to find the best quality photos 
and those containing the larger fish plus fish caught 
by our newer members for the newsletter.  We try 
to accommodate everyone but try to remember, 
ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƛǘΩƭƭ 
take for you to download on your computer ς which 
we all know can be very annoying.  I hope this clears 
up why certain photos are chosen and others not. 

Now on to fishing: 

LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭǳŎƪȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ōŜπ
tween raindrops and have been able to bring home 
dinner on most of those occasions.  I know of a few 
other members who have been on the water and 
their input has been that the fish are hungry and 
biting on just about anything.  While most of us fish 
the east wall, I heard that the west wall is offering 
ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŦƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ƴŜȄǘ ƎƻŀƭΦ  DŜǘ 
out there and bring home dinner for two nights!  

On the news recently, I heard that our resident rep-
ǘƛƭŜǎΣ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ŀƭƭƛƎŀǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎǇƻǘǘŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ 
more roaming around more populated areas, i.e., 
ōŀŎƪȅŀǊŘǎΣ ǊƻŀŘǎΣ ƻǳǊ ǾŜǊȅ ƻǿƴ ŎŀƴŀƭǎΧƪŜŜǇ ŀƭŜǊǘΗ  
¢ƘŜǎŜ Ǝǳȅǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŘƻƎ ƻǊ ŀ ƭŀǊπ
ƎŜǊ ƘǳƳŀƴΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƘǳƴƎǊȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ǿƘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎπ
ǎǳƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎŀŦŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜǊƎƭŀŘŜǎΦ  !ƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ 
thing!  These reptiles that can be dated back to pre-
historic times, have been spotted in the shallows of 
ƻǳǊ ǾŜǊȅ ƻǿƴ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜ IŀǊōƻǊ ǎƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǿŀŘ 
ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎΣ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀǊƪǎ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ 
ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊΦ .Ŝ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭΗ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƳƻǾŜ 
on to something calmer. 

 

(Continued on page 4) 



4 

 

For those who may have forgotten but especially for 
our newbies, I want to remind you that the PGIFC 
now has a page on FaceBook.  This page will offer 
you the chance to share your photos with the club 
ŜǾŜƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ 
to learn how to be a part of this page, email Donnie 
Brennan (L3th@comcast.net) or John Wolfinger 
όƧƻƘƴǿƻƭŦƛƴƎŜǊϪŎƻƳŎŀǎǘΦƴŜǘύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ƛǘ 

much better than I could.  OR just go to 
www.FaceBook.com and look up PGI Fishing Club 
Group and click the link to request to be added. 

²ŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ L Ǝƻǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  .Ŝ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ 
the rest of the newsletter because I know our other 
.ƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
read. 

Happy Fishing! 

(Continued from page 3) 

   9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ bƻǘŜǎ 
 

A s the new editor 
for our PGI Fishing 

Club Newsletter, most of you know I have some  big 
shoes to fill.  After eight years as editor, Bill 
Guenther had it all down to a science and could 
probably publish in his sleep.  He gave me a de-
tailed turnover, provided templates, files of previ-
ous newsletter versions, general club advice and 
Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ Ƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦΦΦŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ 
had more than a few questions. 
 
5ǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǘǳǊƴƻǾŜǊΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ .ƛƭƭΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ 
ƳŜ ǿŀǎΣ άWƛƳΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ƴƻǿΣ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ 
ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦέ  {ƻΣ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
reinvent the wheel, I have made only minor 
changes.  You will find mostly the same features 
now as were apparent in past issues.  Some format 
tweaks and slightly different content , but mostly 
you will recognize it.  One change you might appre-
ciate is a smaller digital size.  I have made an effort 
to crop and downsize photos and other graphics 
which are major contributors to megabyte growth.  
IƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ άǾƛŜǿŀōƛƭƛǘȅέ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ 
computer has not been noticeably affected, and 
routine printing should be OK for most purposes.  It 
should download fairly fast. 
 
That being said, I now make an appeal to PGI Fish-
ing Club members for some new and fresh newslet-
ter content.  By that I mean input for articles or 

subjects that you would like to see regularly, along 
with your specific, personally produced inputs.   
 
For a few examples, how about articles along the 
lines of some I included with this issue: 
 

¶ hǳǊ άwŜŎƛǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘέ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜπ
pare fish that club members found...or cre-
ated...and especially like with our great Char-
lotte Harbor and Gulf fish. 

¶ Local area fishing tips similar to what is on page 
18 this month.  I am sure many of you have 
found particular methods/tackle/bait/locations 
that have worked well for you.  We can share 
those ideas and recommendations in the news-
letter. 

¶ ²Ŝ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ  άƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊέ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ 
where you might air pet peeves or look for an-
swers or provide answers to fishing questions. 

 
With email so easy to use these days, it should be a 
simple task for club members to provide newsletter 
input.  If you have a fishing tip that works for you; a 
fish recipe you like; a new feature you would like to 
see; a question; a gripe...send me an email.  It 
might or might not end up in the newsletter, but 
that is something I would welcome (I think). 
 
Well, as Bill said last month, old editors pens might 
άƧǳǎǘ Ǌǳƴ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƛƴƪΣέ ōǳǘ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǘƻ 
that point...yet.  If lucky, and with your help, I may 
last as long as Bill has. 
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T he month of June had some 
really good fishing days and 

also had many days that were a 
complete washout.  Tropical 
storm Debby sure dumped a lot of 
rain on us during the month.  I 
read that the official amount rain 
in Punta Gorda was close to 8 

inches.  All that rain combined with the strong south 
winds gave us the highest tides many people in PGI 
had ever seen.  Most all docks were underwater and 
the low tides were higher than our normal highest high 
ǘƛŘŜǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ Ŧƭŀǘǎ 
boat; you could have gone just about anywhere you 
wanted with a deep V hull.  The problem was you 
would have had to deal with 30 mph winds and 3-пΩ 
ǿŀǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊōƻǊΦ  CƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 
much fishing going in the harbor during the storm.  I 
think everyone was suffering from cabin fever and they 
ƘŀŘ άǘǊƻǇƛŎŀƭ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ 
sun for almost a week. 
 
The water in the Harbor now looks like strong coffee 
from all the rain because there is a lot of fresh water 
out there; and more coming down from the rivers 
ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘǊŀƛƴΦ  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
affect fishing but when you fish, you may need to think 
a little differently than prior to the storm.  Fish that 
may have been holding in certain areas before the 
storm may have moved after the storm.  Time will tell. 
 
Despite the bad weather, our Fish of the Month 
contest for SNOOK finished up June 30th with four 
winners for the top three places and we had a total of 
8 submissions. Congratulations go out to: 
 
ω tŜǘŜ aŎDǊŜƎƻǊΣ мǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ όϷор ƎƛŦǘ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜύΣ отέ 
total length 
ω .ƻō .ǳǎƭŜǊΣ нƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƛŜ όϷнр ƎƛŦǘ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜύΣ омέ 
total length  
ω WƛƳ vǳǊƻƭƭƻΣ нƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƛŜ όϷнр ƎƛŦǘ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜύΣ омέ 
total length  
ω aƛǎǎȅ .ŜŎƪŜǊΣ оǊŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ όϷмр ƎƛŦǘ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜύΣ олέ 
total length  
 
Thanks go out to all of the members that submitted 
pictures of their SNOOK catches.  If you caught a big 
ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ƛǘΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ 
a great gift certificate.  LǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎΤ Ƨǳǎǘ 

e-mail a picture of you with the fish along with your 
name, date caught, length and type of fish to 
PGIFishingClub@pgica.org or drop off a picture with 
the same information at the PGICA office.   (This also 
applies to Master Angler, Ladder of Achievement and 
Isles Trophy Race entries.) 
 
¢ƘŜ Wǳƭȅ CƛǎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ {I!wYΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ 
awards in July based on the number of sharks caught.  
But there will be a little twist.  Since catching a big 
shark is an achievement, any shark 5 feet or longer to 
ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƪ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ŀǎ άоέΦ tƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ōǳǘ 
you can take the picture of the shark in the water.  For 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǘƘǊŜŜΣ оΩ ǎƘŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜΣ рΩ ǎƘŀǊƪ 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ WǳƭȅΤ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǿƛƭƭ Ŝǉǳŀƭ сΦ  LǘΩǎ 
that simple.   
 
One additional reminder; if you are working on your 
Ladder of Achievement, a 5 foot shark is also worth 
300 points; a 50 inch shark is worth 200 points and a 
40 inch shark is worth 100 points. So if you need points 
for your Ladder of Achievement, be sure to send in the 
estimated length to the fork with the photo.  All 
ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƘŀǊƪǎ ƎŜǘ ŎǊŜŘƛǘΣ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
concerned with identifying the species.  Bob Rand will 
make sure you get credit for both the monthly contest 
and the Ladder if he gets the correct information. 
 
FWC finally made their decision about the snook 
season for 2012.  They decided to keep the season 
closed for one more year.  So you can still fish for 
ǎƴƻƻƪ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ŀƴȅ ǳƴǘƛƭ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмоΦ  
Catch and release only!  In my opinion, this is a good 
thing for the snook population that is coming back 
strong.  If we have a mild winter in 2013, the snook 
fishing should be incredible next year. 
 
Gag grouper opened July 1 so for those of you that like 
to fish for them you have the next 4 months to do it.  
These are a very popular fish and are excellent table 
fare.  The downside is, most Gag grouper are further 
ƻŦŦǎƘƻǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƻǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
harbor in big numbers until later in the year when the 
season will be closing.  The FWC size limit in the Gulf is 
22 inches and you can keep two.  
 
Now take advantage of living in one of the best fishing 
areas in the country and GO FISH! 

  FISHING EVENTS     John Wolfinger 
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June, 2012 
FISH OF THE MONTH CONTEST 

SNOOK 

Congratulations to all our winners! 

Pete McGregor, 1st place ($35 gift certificate),  
отέ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ 

Bob Busler (left) and  
Jim Qurollo (below), tied 
2nd place ($25 gift cer-
ǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜǎύΣ омέ ǘƻǘŀƭ 
length 

Missy 
Becker, 3rd 
place ($15 
gift certifi-
ŎŀǘŜύΣ олέ 
total length  


