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The PGI Fishing Club is a club of the Punta Gorda Isles Civic Association. 

President: 

Jude Panetta 

This is a simple update on actions that are underway and some reminders.  

The first update is related to the newly formed environmental committee. The committee 

has a total of nine members. We held our first meeting on Monday, February 24th to set the 

guidelines for the group. Our initial focus is to establish contact with the local, state, and 

federal organizations we feel have relevance to our club and assign committee members to 

those organizations if it makes sense. We have reached out to three additional 

organizations to establish contact and see how the club can get engaged. Besides the 

organizations mentioned previously; CCMAC, CCA, and CHNEP; we have made contact 

with University of Florida/Sea Grant, Captains for Clean Water, and Mia Conlon from Lemon 

Bay HS. Mia is working on a sea grass restoration project that we have interest in. We will 

be meeting with Mia on March 3rd. We will update the club on relevant topics as needed 

either via the newsletter or the monthly meeting.   

In the last newsletter, I mentioned that there were concerns raised by members that either 

donôt have boats or like to fish from kayaks. To start, we have formed an initial kayak email 

group so people can reach out to other kayakers within the club and share information or 

set up fishing trips. So far, 13 members are in the email group and I am sure this will grow.  

Please let me know if you would like to be added to the list. We will start looking into how to 

help people without boats as well. 

A gentle reminder. The club encourages everyone to try and handle fish properly. We will 

do some simple education at upcoming meetings on preferred fish handling. In general, 

especially for larger fish, it is best to hold fish horizontally and support them with two hands.  

If necessary, use a wet rag or wet glove if you are not comfortable holding the fish. Please 

forget all those bass shows you have seen on TV where the pro sticks his thumb in the 

mouth and dangles the fish. I have always stated that to catch fish you have to think like 

them. My new comment is this. Pretend you are a fish out of water, you will very quickly 

understand the best way to handle them. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to me. I am happy that I 

have been receiving a lot of comments and input. It will only make the club better. Also, 

please volunteer when you can. The club functions better when people get involved. 

My parting shot for this month is simple. Itôs March Madness time! 

Jude Panetta 

908 229 4902 

Jtpb2043747@gmail.com 
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Our club currently has 171 members on Facebook. It is exclusively for members. 

Itôs a great place to share your catches and experiences with other members in 

the club. 

If you have a Facebook account and want to join, just search for ñPGI Fishing 

Clubò in Facebook and select the join button. One of our Facebook administrators 

will get you added. 
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Officers: 
President   Jude Panetta  (908) 229-4902 jtpb2043747@gmail.com 

President, Past  John Mcfarland   

Vice President  Randy Douet  (601) 415-3174 hook2039@outlook.com 

Treasurer   Pat Diver  (410) 708-0190 patdiver@comcast.net 

Secretary   Cathy Hunt     cathuntisme@yahoo.com 

 

Committee Members: 

Editor    Jeff Wilson  (612) 709-4992 editor@pgifishingclub.org 

Advertising   Wayn Nelson  (210) 289-4356 waynnelson@yahoo.com 

Membership   Donnie Brennan (941) 575-8808 membership@pgifishingclub.org 

Social Events Directors Julie Kale  (908) 202-3959 squeak2002@earthlink.net 

    Stella Wagner (303) 594-1999 

    Cheryl Panetta  (908) 295-5844 

    Rose Anne McCaffrey  (941) 268-1839   
Fishing Events  Dennis Krausman (443) 454-3358 dennis@krausman.net 

Record Keeper  Paul Whiting  (305) 903-4567 pfwfish@gmail.com 

Sunshine Lady  Paula Arnold  (724) 504-5347 sunshine@pgifishingclub.org 

Web Master   Richard Embury (303) 204-4187 website@pgifishingclub.org 

Club Photographer  Rich Brennan (941) 626-5866 rich214brennan@gmail.com 

CCA/CMAC   Bob Mayes     rmayes@lquest.net 
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Fine Print: See ñFish of the Month Contest Rulesò here: 

http://pgifishingclub.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Fish-of-the-Month-

Contest-Rules-Rev-7-021220.pdf 

 

F ISH OF THE MONTH CALENDAR  

 

JANUARY : SHEEPSHEAD  

 

FEBRUARY : GROUPER  

 

M ARCH : SPANISH M ACKEREL  

 

A PRIL : SNOOK  

 

M AY : COBIA  

 

JUNE : JACK CREVALLE  

 

JULY : SHARK  

 

A UGUST : TARPON  

 

SEPTEMBER : SEATROUT  

 

OCTOBER : REDFISH  

 

N OVEMBER : M ANGROVE SNAPPER  

 

DECEMBER : B LACK DRUM   

http://pgifishingclub.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Fish-of-the-Month-Contest-Rules-Rev-7-021220.pdf
http://pgifishingclub.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Fish-of-the-Month-Contest-Rules-Rev-7-021220.pdf
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Door Prize Winners  

Starting at the top, from left to right are Fred DeMella (Name That Fish), Jim 

Hoffman, Buddy Krauss, and Britt Saitta. 

50/50 Winners  

From left to right are Sandy Wierzbanowski, Tim Gibbons, and Gwen Krauss. 

 FEBRUARY  CLUB M EETING  
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Guest Speaker  

Dave Blewett from the FWC Fisheries Independent Monitoring (FIM) gave an 

overview of Tarpon, Redfish, and Snook populations over the years. He also 

spoke about the impact of algae in our harbor. Thanks Dave!  

FEBRUARY  CLUB M EETING  
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Tournament Winners  Women  

From left to right are Cathy Hunt, Paula Arnold, and Theresa Fitzgerald.  

Tournament Winners Men  

From left to right are Ted Wierzbanowski, John Fitzgerald, and Mark Lee. 

FEBRUARY  CLUB M EETING  
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Vice President: 

Randy Douet 

Grouper month ended as a huge success. Lots of GREAT photos from our 

membership. Basically, if the weather permitted the run out to them; you did 

Okay! 

March FOM is Spanish Mackerel. They enter the harbor once the water temp 

rises to 70 degrees or more...basically March. Great surf fish and over oyster 

bars. You need fairly heavy line (30-40 pound fluorocarbon leader or wire). 1/0 

or 2/0 circle hooks using mullet or greenbacks. Cut squid or dead shrimp work 

ok too. For lures; anything shiny and quickly retrieved. I use chrome rattle 

traps trolled at 5-7 mph. Theyôre often located under diving terns and pelicans. 

Above 70 degree water, my best spot is to troll along the West Wall at exactly 

5ô deep. Slow it down if using live or dead bait. 

The FWC extended the catch and release-ONLY period for trout, snook, and 

redfish through at least May 31st, 2021. This should really help out the harbor 

population but try to do your releases underwater to reduce the dolphin take of 

the throwbacks. Putting them in your live well and releasing them elsewhere is 

technically illegal even though it prevents certain fish death at the peril of 

hungry dolphins. 

Some reports of Pompano near shore. Slow down your boat until itôs making 

the largest wake (~8-10 mph) and keep an eye on your wake. The Pompano 

will dive in and out of your wake if theyôre around. Use ñsilly willieò bright 

colored jigs. The manufacturer, Larry Todd is our March speaker, so weôll be 

able to learn much more about these lures from him. See you at the March 

10th meeting! 

Tight lines 

Randy 

RANDY ôS F ISHING REPORT  
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Events Director: 

Dennis Krausman 

 

F ISHING EVENTS  
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