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       FROM THE HELM 

                  THE PGI FISHING CLUB IS A PART OF THE  

       PUNTA GORDA ISLES CIVIC ASSOCIATION  (PGICA) 
 

                                            
OCTOBER 2026 

 
 
 

By Fred DeMella 

October brings with it the start of some major fish migraƟons. Curious as to what’s hot and what’s 
not? For anyone looking for guidance, joining the PGI Fishing Club can give you the edge and infor-
maƟon you need.  Our membership includes fishermen who are experienced in catching all kinds 
of fish including inshore and offshore species. By joining, you not only gain access to the experƟse 
of our anglers, but can enjoy the fun and camaraderie of fishing with other members. Many mem-
bers have boats to get you there and the knowledge to help target species to make your angling 
experience great. Joining and parƟcipaƟng in the PGI Fishing club, will make for some memorable 
trips and lasƟng friendships.  

The Fishing Club’s Ladder of Achievement is a prescribed goal to catch the many different species 
available in the area along with points for notable size fish. ParƟcipaƟon is a fun way to track your 
fishing progress. One can move up the ladder; bronze, silver, gold and beyond to the ulƟmate goal 
of Grand Master Angler.  With guidance and perseverance, earning a GMA status is within reach.   

PGI Fishing Club members also enjoy a variety social acƟviƟes.  Monthly meeƟngs exploring vari-
ous topics and fishing news, Fish of the Month contest, friendly fishing tournaments with prizes 
for designated catches. We also have special events like Holiday parƟes, picnics and other fun 
gatherings.  Weekly Happy Hours are a great place to gain insight and join a crew. Occasional fish-
ing trips to other locales are arranged to broaden fishing opportuniƟes.  

If any of this piques your interest, please join us. We meet the second Tuesday of the month 
(except July and December) at the PGI Civic AssociaƟon at 18:00; all are welcome to aƩend a 
meeƟng. Our meeƟngs feature experts on various topics related to fishing. Another way to famil-
iarize yourself with the Fishing Club is to aƩend our weekly happy hour, currently at The Ice House 
on Wednesdays at 17:00 to hear about all the fishing stories and to make plans to fish.  
 
  
 

Next MeeƟng: OCTOBER 13, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. at the PGICA Clubhouse 
2001 Shreve St. Punta Gorda, Fl 33950  

SEE THE PROPOSED SLATE OF OFFICERS FOR 2027, NEXT PAGE 
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PROPOSED SLATE OF OFFICERS FOR 2027 

OFFICERS:   

PRESIDENT FRED DEMELLA president@pgifishingclub.org 

VICE PRESIDENT GLENN RANFOS vicepresident@pgifishingclub.org 

TREASURER LISA ROSS treasurer@pgifishingclub.org 

SECRETARY JIM GREGORY secretary@comcast.net 

   

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:   

COASTAL MARINE ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE— COASTAL CONSER-

VATION ASSOCIATION 
JOE STERN cca.cmac@pgifishingclub.org 

FISHING EVENTS LARRY KISSNER fishingevents@pgifishingclub.org 

GREETERS Vacant greeters@pgifishingclub.org 

MEMBERSHIP TIM LOCKE membership@pgifishingclub.org 

NEWSLETTER JIM KUNARD paƫjimk@comcast.net 

RECORD KEEPER PAUL WHITING recordkeeper@pgifishingclub.org 

SOCIAL EVENTS Vacant socialdirector@pgifishingclub.org 

SPONSORSHIP LYLE ROSS adverƟsing@pgifishingclub.org 

WEBMASTER RICHARD EMBURY website@pgifishingclub.org 
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                                                          By Glenn Ranfos and Paul WhiƟng 

 
Fishing report, from Fishing Franks and Rio Villa bait and tackle shops. 

Inshore /  Harbor and Canals: Fishing is going strong with Black Drum, Snook (for which the 
season has opened), Mangrove (“Mango) Snappers, and Tarpon Juvies in the canals. The 
harbor has Sharks in the deep holes, Pompano, Spanish Macerel and occasionally Cobia . 
Down towards west wall, Turtle Bay, Bull Bay and Pine island, you will find Redfish, Trout 
and  Snook ; Best bait will be Shrimp, PlasƟcs, and Pinfish. 
 
Off shore is going a liƩle slow, however the Red Grouper is good, as well as the Gag Group-
er. It be worth it to go for the Gag by trolling around with Kevin’s complete rod and reel set 
up.  Towing it around could be a bonus if you could catch it. Snappers are spoƩy. Not much 
else on off shore. I heard from friend that went out of Venice and caught Grouper in  shal-
low water trolling, 4-5 miles off shore in 30’/40’ depth. 
 
 Happy fishing to all! Glenn.  

Paul WhiƟng’s Tidbits 

September was a very rainy month limiƟng those days we would want to be on the water.  
Our Fish of the Month for September, Black Drum, accounted for more than half of the fish 
submiƩed with a whopping 48” monster caught by Donna Sullivan who is currently leading 
in the Isles Trophy Race for the ladies with this fish.  This total of Black Drum exceeded the 
number caught in September, 2025.  Most of these drum were caught in our canal systems.  
Those 14 black drum were all caught by just three anglers targeƟng them with most being 
points fish in their submissions.  Three redfish were reported up to 25” – a good sign for fall 
fishing in the harbor.  Red Grouper to 28’ were reported by those who found a small win-
dow to get offshore this month.  Mike White and friends are sƟll finding huge yellowtail 
when they can get to them – most well over the 22” size with some approaching 29”!  Don-
na Sullivan also earned her FOURTH GMA Star this month – CongratulaƟons! 

FISHING REPORT 
SEPTEMBER 2026 
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FISH of the MONTH 

Fine Print: See “Fish of the Month Contest Rules” here: hƩp://pgifishingclub.org/wordpress/wp- 
content/uploads/2020/02/Fish-of-the-Month-Contest-Rules-Rev-7-021220.pdf 
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Fish of the Month For OCTOBER 
 LocaƟon, DescripƟon, Tips, Tackle and Bait 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

General: 
· Charlotte harbor regional slot 18” – 27”; 1 per vessel, 2 per boat 
· Points fish 25”=100, 30”=200, 35”= 300  
· Have 1 or more black spots near the tail 
 
Locations: 
· Bars/bushes by burnt store and east wall, pine island sound, turtle bay, bull bay, and Gasparilla 

sound 
· Just off the beaches – look for dark area in water, birds, and fish feeding 
· Drifting near mangroves and over grass flats  
· Often found with schools of mullet  
· The Passes and nearby sounds 

 
Gear/Technique 
· An 8 – 14 rod with a 3,000 spinning reel 
· 15lb – 20lb 4’ leader 
· If targeƟng “bull reds” consider beefing up the gear and leader; especially when fishing around 

structure 
· The fish spook easily; keep quiet. Many folks driŌ or pole into the school 
· Can be very picky eaters. White bait, crabs, shrimp, gold spoon, and soŌ plasƟcs 
· A soŌ plasƟc on a popping cork (spoƩed seatrout set up) and top water lures are also good 

choices 

· The bite is solid, when it takes the bait, you know it, set the hook, and have fun 

 REDFISH 



7 

TOURNAMENT ANNOUNCEMENTS 

By Larry Kissner 

Hello Fishing Gurus! 
 

 

 

Tim Locke Redfish 
(September Catch) 
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SEPTEMBER RESULTS 

Club & Individual Fishing StaƟsƟcs 
REPORTED CATCHES as of 10/1/2026 and FISH OF THE MONTH (FOM) RESULTS 

32 total fish turned in (2600 points) by 14 different anglers 
   

 FOM (BLACK DRUM)  
  Women      Men 
  1st - Donna Sullivan - 48.0    1st - Jeff Wilson - 41.0 
  2nd - Cathy Hunt - 39.0               2nd - None 
      

InteresƟng Tidbits 
September was a very rainy month limiƟng those days we would want to be on the water.  
Our Fish of the Month for September, Black Drum, accounted for more than half of the fish 
submiƩed with a whopping 48” monster caught by Donna Sullivan who is currently leading in 
the Isles Trophy Race for the ladies with this fish.  This total of Black Drum exceeded the num-
ber caught in September, 2025.  Most of these drum were caught in our canal systems.  Those 
14 black drum were all caught by just three anglers targeƟng them with most being points 
fish in their submissions.  Three redfish were reported up to 25” – a good sign for fall fishing 
in the harbor.  Red Grouper to 28’ were reported by those who found a small window to get 
offshore this month.  Mike White and friends are sƟll finding huge yellowtail when they can 
get to them – most well over the 22” size with some approaching 29”!  Donna Sullivan also 
earned her FOURTH GMA Star this month – CongratulaƟons! 

 Achievement Categories 

 Club Hat       Bronze Pin 

 None        BETSY GREGORY, JACK SPRINGSTON 

 Silver Pin       Gold Pin 

 None        None 

 Snook Pin                               Redfish Pin 

 None        None 

 Tarpon Pin       GMA 

 GREG WIDNEY      None 

 GMA STAR:  DONNA SULLIVAN  (# 4)          
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WHAT’S BITE’N 

Last 4 Months

Last 4 months 
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TROPHY RACE (Men) 

 

This Year's Leaders in BLUE 

xx  Denotes New Club Record  
New Entries This Month are in RED 

OVERALL CLUB 
RECORD 

SPECIES 
NAME 

MEMBER NAME 
RECORD 

LENGTH in 
INCHES 

DATE 
CAUGHT 

MEMBER NAME 
2026 LENGTH 

in INCHES 
2026 DATE 

CAUGHT 
% OF RECORD 

X 
Amber       

Jack 
Joe Udwari 53.5 2019 

 

40.0 

 

74.8% Mark Cummins May 6 
  

 Black Drum Mike White 51.5 2019 

 

40.5 

 

78.6% Mark MajesƟc Mar 26 

  

X 
Cobia Rich Kale 66.0 2022 

Jeff Johnson 
34.0 

April 30 
51.5% 

    

X Grouper Tom  Hamilton 39.0 2003 
 

32.0 
 

82.1% Richard Romano Feb 11 
Jeff Barnhart  Aug 13 

X King      
Mackerel Mike White 59.0 2012 

Jeff Barnhart 
48.0 

June 22 
81.4% 

  

X Redfish Mike White 47.0 2020 Tim Locke 30.0 Mar 27 63.8% 
  

X Seatrout 
Rich Brennan 29.0 

2009 Dave Joe 

24.0 

April 17 

82.8% 

Aaron Wagner 29.0 
2012 

Dave Morgan 

Bobby BreƩs 

May 15 

Sep 4 

X Sheepshead Mike White 26.0 2022 
Thomas Christl 

25.0 
Feb 27 

96.2% 
  

X Snook Mike White 49.0 2023 
Mike White 

44.0 
May 3 

89.8% 
  

X 
Spanish 

Mackerel 
Carl Leicher 30.0 2012 

 

23.0 

 

76.7% Mark Cross May 20 
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TROPHY RACE (Women) 

 

This Year's LEADER in BLUE 

xx  Denotes New Club Record  

New Entries This Month are in RED 

OVERALL CLUB 
RECORD SPECIES NAME 

MEMBER 
NAME 

RECORD 
LENGTH in 

INCHES 
DATE CAUGHT MEMBER NAME 

2025 LENGTH 
in INCHES DATE CAUGHT % OF RECORD 

  Amberjack Darlene Madsen 40.0 2017 
 

 
 

0% 
  

  
Black Drum ChrisƟne Fon-

taine White 
52.0 2022 

Donna Sullivan 
48.0 

Sep 2 
92.3% 

    

  

Cobia 

Joanne Lan-
daker 50.0 2008 

 
 

 
0% 

Marilyn 
McGregor 50.0 2013 

 
 

  
Grouper 

Dianne         
Bukowski 

37.0 2018 
Donna Sullivan 

31.0 
Jan 7 

83.8% 
  

  
King Mackerel Nancy Pearson 40.0 2022 

 
 

 
0% 

  

  

Redfish 
Donnie Brennan 38.0 2008 

 

25.0 

 

0%         Donna Sullivan Sep27 

  Missy Becker  38.0 2008   

  
Seatrout 

Joanne         
Landaker 

26.5 2011 
Elaine BreƩs 

19.0 
Feb 27 

71.7% 
  

  
Sheepshead 

Dianne         
Bukowski 

22.5 2021 Donna Sullivan 12.0 
Jan 6 

53.3% 
Jan Holm Jan 17 

  
Snook Missy Becker  42.0 2013 

Donna Sullivan 
30.0 

Jul 12 
71.4% 

  

  Spanish Mackerel 
Missy Becker  28.0 2007 Joanne Widney 

20.0 
Mar 7 

71.4% 

Lynn Reeves 28.0 2019   

2009 Rich Brennan, ChrisƟne Jordan 2018 Joe Udwari, Dianne Bukowski 

2010 Kel Krotzer, Margie Hofman 2019 Joe Udwari, Lynn Reeves 

2011 Greg Chestnut, Joanne Landacre 2020 Mike White, Dianne Bukowski 

2012 Jim Quorollo, Rose Ann McCaffrey 2021 Rich Kale / Tim Gibbons, Dianne Bukowski 

2013 Steve Landacre, Missy Becker 2022 Rich Kale, ChrisƟne White 

2014 Vinnie Madsden, Margie Hofman 2023 Mike White, Wanda Zimka 

2015 Bob Mays, Karen Lodge 2024 Mike White, Cathy Hunt  

2016 Gary Reeves, Rose Ann McCaffrey 2025 Mike White, Elaine BreƩs, Donna Sullivan  

2017 Rich Kale, Darlene Madsden   

x 
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LADDER OF ACHIEVEMENT 
SEPTEMBER 2026 
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LADDER OF ACHIEVEMENT 
SEPTEMBER 2026 
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LADDER OF ACHIEVEMENT 
SEPTEMBER 2026 
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SEPTEMBER RESULTS 

 MASTER ANGLER 

MASTER ANGLERS TOURNAMENT, 2026 STANDINGS 
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT 
OCTOBER 2026 

  

 
 

  

HAPPY HOUR! 
WEDNESDAYS 

at the ICEHOUSE PUB 
408 TAMIAMI TRAIL #111, Punta Gorda 

 
5 PM 

 
COLD BEVERAGES, GOOD FRIENDS, BIG FISH STORIES 

  
 

SAVE THE DATE 

WINTER HOLIDAY PARTY! 

December 11, 2026 
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MeeƟng Notes From September 8, 2026 

LocaƟon:  PGICA Auditorium 
Start Ɵme:  6:05 p.m. 
Facilitator was Vice President:  Glenn Ranfos 
Members in aƩendance:  38 
 
Speaker:   Captain Karl BuƟgian – CATCHING REDFISH 
· Schools in Intracoastal because we lost grass 
· Look for mullet – that’s where redfish will be 
· Bait – crab is best (cut off legs), pinfish or shrimp (cut off tail) 
· Lures – skyline jig with 3/8 weight, paddle tail with bobble head, hammered gold spoon – scent 

your lures 
· Shaded bush areas this Ɵme of year, hold your rod down if you get stuck in mangroves 
· NegaƟve Ɵdes are favorite  
· Burnt Store great area but come in quietly, crowded, be courteous 
 
Door Prize:  GiŌ card to Fishin’ Franks was awarded to Debbie SeƩer 
50/50 Winners:  $60.00, to Debbie SeƩer 
 

Membership Report – Financial Report – Events Report - Social Info 
Discussed and in NewsleƩer 

 
                                     FOM AUGUST winners (TARPON)  
             
                 Women:     1st – Elaine BreƩs – 16 points   
    
  
                  Men:          1st – Rick Sarkisian - 4 points 
                                       

Fish of the Month for August is BLACK DRUM 
 

(ConƟnued next page) 
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MeeƟng Notes From September 8, 2026 

 
 
 

AWARDS 
 

  Club Hat – Betsy Gregory 
 
  GMA Star - Rick Sarkisian (#10) 
 

MoƟon to accept Financial Report – M/S: Mike White/Tim Locke, Unanimously approved  
 
MeeƟng adjourned:  6:58 p.m. 
 
SubmiƩed by Paƫ Kunard 
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Membership Report For September 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Renewal Ɵme is upon us. You will receive a Club Express invoice in the next few weeks. Logging on 
to the PGICA you will noƟce a red$ indicaƟng a club express invoice and Fishing Club dues may be 
on of the items. Dues are sƟll $30 per family. You can sƟll pay by check or cash at a general 
meeƟng. If you do so we will mark the Club Express invoice as paid. Please give us and PIICA a few 
days. 

We have had new membership acƟvity this month. Fishing Club Dues past due members were 
dropped last month. If you are not geƫng your 1 to 3 emails a week from Fishing Club please 
check your profile at the PGICA webpage by logging in and checking your email addresses and 
make sure your did not check the box opƟng out of emails. Please let me know if you think there 
might be an error. 

The Fishing Club membership funcƟons are included in the PGICA Club Express. Now you can re-
new membership with a credit card by logging into the PGICA website. You can reset your pass-
word if you have forgoƩen your previous one. Members can also renew by check or cash at a Fish-
ing Club meeƟng or by dropping off payment at the PGICA Club House at 2001 Shreeve.  

If you owe payments to any PGICA club or event, then a red $ will appear at login. Click the red $ 
and pay the dues you might owe.  

Our membership count is down from previous years as you can see in the above. The numbers from 
2024 and 2025 are end of the year values while 2026 is year to date. When you see new neighbors 
or returning snow birds please menƟon PGICA and the Fishing Club. October 22 PGICA has sched-
uled a new members open house at the club house. The PGICA Fishing Club plans to parƟcipate. 

The household cost is $30 per year and membership has benefits, including: tournaments, Ladder of 
Achievement, fishing contests, great social acƟviƟes and educaƟon at our general meeƟngs.  Ques-
Ɵons or correcƟons? Contact: Membership director: membership@pgifishingclub.org, Tim Locke 
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Financial Report For September 2026 

 

Club Treasurer: Lisa Ross 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 Beginning Bank Balance $6,809.58 

                                                       Revenue   $115.00 

                                                       Expenses  $229.32 

                                                 Ending Bank Balance $6,695.26 
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MEMBER WELFARE 
 

                                           THE PGI FISHING CLUB IS A CLUB OF THE PUNTA GORDA  

                                                                     ISLES CIVIC ASSOCIATION  

We care!  If you become  
aware of someone in the club 
that needs a reach-out for 
any reason, please let the 
Board know. 

Your family of friends care 
about you. 
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CLUB LEADERSHIP 

OFFICERS:   

PRESIDENT FRED DEMELLA president@pgifishingclub.org 

VICE PRESIDENT GLENN RANFOS vicepresident@pgifishingclub.org 

TREASURER LISA ROSS treasurer@pgifishingclub.org 

SECRETARY PATTI KUNARD paƫjimk@comcast.net 

   

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:   

COASTAL MARINE ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE— COASTAL CONSER-

VATION ASSOCIATION 
BOB MAYES cca.cmac@pgifishingclub.org 

FISHING EVENTS LARRY KISSNER fishingevents@pgifishingclub.org 

GREETERS Vacant greeters@pgifishingclub.org 

MEMBERSHIP TIM LOCKE membership@pgifishingclub.org 

NEWSLETTER JIM KUNARD paƫjimk@comcast.net 

RECORD KEEPER PAUL WHITING recordkeeper@pgifishingclub.org 

SOCIAL EVENTS Vacant socialdirector@pgifishingclub.org 

SPONSORSHIP LYLE ROSS adverƟsing@pgifishingclub.org 

WEBMASTER RICHARD EMBURY website@pgifishingclub.org 
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MEMBERS HELPING        
MEMBERS 

Its fun  to succeed!  One of the  great things about our club are the members we 
have who are willing to take  new members out for a day of fishing to help them 
learn our waters.  Below is a list of members that are willing to  host you for a fish-
ing trip in our local waters: 

 

· Gary Burgess (Harbor Only), g2873477@hotmail.com 

· Gretchen Sunderland (Harbor Only, especially for beginner 
women), gretchensun2@gmail.com 

· Fred De Mella (Inshore or Offshore)    fdemella@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 

Contact them through email to arrange a trip. 

Members, if you want to take another member out on your boat, please send your 
contact informaƟon to:  president@pgifishingclub.org 



24 

CLUB LINKS 
 

                                           THE PGI FISHING CLUB IS A CLUB OF THE PUNTA GORDA  

                                               ISLES CIVIC ASSOCIATION  

CLUB WEBSITE: hƩp://pgifishingclub.org 

 

CLUB FACEBOOK: hƩp://facebook.com, then 
search for pgi fishing club 

 

FISHING CONTEST RULES: hƩp://
pgifishingclub.org/wordpress/?page_id=30 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION: hƩp://
pgifishingclub.org/wordpress/?pageid=101 
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SPONSORS 
 

                                            

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES 

     OVER 40 YEARS 
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SPONSORS 
 

                                            

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES 
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SPONSORS 
 

                                            

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES 

$240 
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SPONSORS 
 

                                            

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES 

If an English pub-style meal is what you crave, 

then the Ice House Pub should be your dining 

desƟnaƟon, with a full BriƟsh themed menu of 

such staples as Fish 'n Chips, CoƩage Pie, Bang-

ers and Mash and the American favorites Cheese 

Burgers, Steak Sandwiches and Giant Salads.  

Built in the 1890s, the 
structure was used as an 
ice plant for the fishing 
industry. Hurricane Char-
ley all but destroyed the 
building when it tore the 
roof off and the south wall 
collapsed, but the build-
ing's owner's refused to 
demolish this South Flori-
da landmark pledging to 
rebuild it and-they-did. 

"God made beer because he loves 
us and wants us to be happy" 

Benjamin Franklin 
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SPONSORS 
 

                                            

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES 
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SPONSORS 
 

                                            

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Marine Trading Post is locally and family owned.  Personnel are experienced and can answer your quesƟons and provide advice for 
your projects. Large selecƟon of parts and supplies for boats. 

PUNTA GORDA PHARMACY 
27650 Bermont Rd #4, Punta Gorda 

Just East of I-75 on Duncan Rd 

Phone: 941-290-5484 
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SPONSORS 
 

                                            

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Breakfast-Lunch-Dinner 

615 Cross Street #1101 
Punta Gorda, Florida 33950 

Phone: (941) 575-1888  

THE HIGHLY REGARDED 

PGI FISHING CLUB 

IS A PART OF THE PUNTA GORDA ISLES 
CIVIC ASSOCIATION  (PGICA) 
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SEA TROUT 

GREG WIDNEY 

 
FISH PHOTOS 
SEPTEMBER 

 

GLENN RANFOS 

BOBBY BRETTS 

RED GROUPER 

GARY SELZER 
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BLACK DRUM 

JEFF WILSON 

 
FISH PHOTOS 
SEPTEMBER 

 

CATHY HUNT 

BOBBY BRETTS

DONNA SULLIVAN 
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FISH PHOTOS 
SEPTEMBER 

COBIA 

BETH WATKINS 

BETSY GREGORY 

JIM GREGORY 

LADYFISH 

GAG GROUPER 
FLOUNDER 

2 - Jim Gregory.heic
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JIM GREGORY 

MICHAEL EGAN

MANGROVE SNAPPER 

BETSY GREGORY 

SHEEPSHEAD SNOOK 

 
FISH PHOTOS 
SEPTEMBER 

RICK BOOTH 

JOANNE WIDNEY

JACK SPRINGSTON 
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DAVE JOE 

REDFISH 

 
FISH PHOTOS 
SEPTEMBER  

 

ITIM LOCKE 

DONNA SULLIVAN 

CARL CUCCO 
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YELLOWTAIL SNAPPER 

MIKE WHITE 

STINGRAY TARPON 

 
FISH PHOTOS 
SEPTEMBER  

 

ED GIRZI 

DONNA SULLIVAN 

JACK SPRINGSTON 


